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HUPS 2014 & 2015
Bonaire Trips

Once again, HUPS groups led by Jim and Debbie Mensay headed down to Bonaire for some fine mental
readjustment away from the big city. As has been the norm for these trips, it was totally mellow and
fun for everyone. Most of us have been to Bonaire at least once and theres a good reason for that...
its just a great place to hang out and suck nitrox with the fish. When not diving, theres plenty of neat
places to explore and lots of social stuff going on fopside. As you will find out from their show, the
group had plenty of time to explore Bonaire from above and below the waterline.

The Bonaire presentation will include contributions from participants on both the 2014 and 2015 club
trips (John VanAtta, Sudi & Jim Babcock, Paul & Mary McDonald, Lance Glowacki, Steve Silva, Lorna
Carpenter, Martin Daniels, and of course, the Mensays). The 2015 trip was their 20th trip to the
island and their 5th time to lead a trip there for HUPS.
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President’ s—Pge

Those of you who attended the April meeting were treated to a wonderful program by Jesse Cancelmo, a long
time HUPS member and author of the book, Glorious Gulf of Mexico - Below the Blue. The program reviewed his
most recent book and Jesse gave us very important information on “how to” go about publishing a book if one was
so inclined to do so. The program was sold out and we continually were having to get more seating for those who
arrived after the program started.

HUPS Dive TT'IPS HUPS has two remaining trips scheduled this year.
The BVI ftrip is scheduled to begin in a little less than two weeks from our meeting this month starting
May 14th through May 21st to Virgin Gorda, BVI with an add-on trip to the USVIS largest island, St.
Croix, scheduled from May 21-25, 2016. A program concerning this trip is scheduled for the August mtg.
The last scheduled HUPS trip, "The Annual HUPS Trip to Bonaire” will hopefully coincide with the
Bonaire coral spawning. This third ’rrlp is sck eduled for October 15 - 23. The cost is $970.75 per diver
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£ Are You a Cul’rurally Sensitive Travel Photographer )

Many President’s Pages in the past have dealt with in some manner dive travel and photography while
travelling. I would like to take the discussion one step further in this months column. I was recently
reading an article in the Digital-Photography-School.com entitled “6 Tips for How to be a Culturally Sensitive Travel
Photographer”. I will refer you to that article but these comments are a paraphrased version of that
article. I thought the tips were not only very informative but also very apropos to HUPS as many of our
members are world travelers.

1. Research customs, mores, people, geography, political issues and photography restrictions before

you begin your travel as it will make your trip more meaningful and easier.

2.Be reasonable and communicate your photographic needs to anyone before taking their picture.

3.Get Permission before you take that photograph.

4.Take time to travel without taking a photograph every minute or every day with your camera.

5.Know your camera or recording gear.

6.To pay or not pay for taking someone or somethings photograph-this is a judgment call.

§ I hope these are helpful tips that we can all use for our next trip. /

I look forward to seeing everyone
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A common ingredient found in sunscreen is toxic to
coral and contributing to the decline of reefs around
the world, according fo new research published in
October 2015.

Oxybenzone, a UV-filtering chemical compound found
in 3,500 brands of sunscreen worldwide, can be fatal
to baby coral and damaging to adults in high
concentrations, according the study published in the
Archives of Environmental Contamination and
Toxicology. The international research team that
conducted the study, led by Craig Downs, found the
highest concentrations of oxybenzone around coral
reefs popular with tourists, particularly those in
Hawaii and the Caribbean. Downs, of the non-profit
scientific organization Haereticus Environmental
Laboratory in Virginia, said the study helped explain
why scientists arent seeing baby corals in many
established reefs in resort areas. Oxybenzone alters
coral DNA, makes coral more susceptible to
potentially fatal bleaching and acts as an endocrine
disruptor, causing baby coral to encase itself in its
own skeleton and die, according to the findings.
Between 6,000 and 14,000 tons of sunscreen lotion
winds up in coral reef areas each year, much of
which containing oxybenzone. The damaging effects
were seen in coral in concentrations of oxybenzone
as low as 62 parts per ftrillion, which is equivalent to
a drop of water in six and a half Olympic-sized
swimming pools, according to the researchers. In
Hawaii and the Caribbean, concentrations were 12
times higher, according fo the sea water festing.
Outside of coral toxins, the Environmental Working
Group (EWG) had previously raised concerns about
the chemical, saying that it may penetrate the skin

sSunscreens and the Coral Reefs

The
American Academy of Dermatology, says there is no
data showing oxybenzone is a health hazard and
notes that it is one of the few ingredients in
sunscreen that effectively protects skin from
harmful UVA and UVB rays.

and cause hormonal and cellular changes.

Sunscreen is a touchy subject, and there seems to
be some major confusion when it comes to choosing
sunscreens. There are two main types of sun
blockers — the physical kind, like zinc and titanium
dioxide, and the chemical kind, like oxybenzone and
its many relatives. They work in different ways: the
former blocking or “scattering” the suns rays, and
the latter causing a chemical reaction. Many
sunscreens use chemical sun blockers, like
oxybenzone, which trigger allergic skin reactions,
may be hormone disruptors, and have been found to
be toxic to sea corals.

Facialists will usually recommended zinc (a physical
blocker), and agree that we should all avoid
sunscreens that contain oxybenzone for personal
health reasons. According to the EWG, “Commonly
used in sunscreens, the chemical oxybenzone
penetrates the skin, gets into the bloodstream and
acts like estrogen in the body. It can trigger allergic
reactions. Data are preliminary, but studies have
found a link between higher concentrations of
oxybenzone and health harms. One study has linked
oxybenzone to endometriosis in older women;
another found that women with higher levels of
oxybenzone during pregnancy had lower birth
weight daughters. More than 40 percent of all
beach and sport sunscreens in this years guide
contain oxybenzone.”
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December 5

Fluoro-Diving - UV induced

phosphorescence
(Sponsored by Oceanic Adventures)

BVI/St. Croix - 2016 HUPS tri

Cebu, Philippines & Lembeh,
Sulawesi, Indonesia

Best of HUPS

Greg Gebhardt Barracuda, None

tarpon,
defish

Jim & Sudi Babcock Echinoderms  TBD

Kandace & Jim How to stalk fish
Heimer and Mary and/or Video
Lou & Jackie Reid Techniques

Lance Glowacki

REMINDER!!

2016 Photo Contest Themes
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NOVICE, INTERMEDIATE. ADVANCED, and CREATIVE contests: Saturday, May 7t
First place winners from each month's Novice, Intermediate, and -
Advanced categones will be entered automasically for judging. The starting 1pm at Be

Creative category lets you enter anything you want as long as you do

the photography and any special editing. Community Ce
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Houston Underwater Photographic Society

Visitor are always welcome! ‘
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HUPS on the Internet

\“‘, *  www.hups.org

Y[]u T“he www.youtube.com /user/HUPSdotORG

Find us on:
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HUPS
PO BOX 270056

Houston, TX
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