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Joe Haws Presents:
 Diveheart for Disadvantaged Divers

August 
Newsletter

For the past several years, Joe has made trips up to Dallas to participate in working with handicapped 
people that want to dive. His experiences have obviously 
been rewarding for both the participants and Joe. I’ve been 
interested in having him give a program on this for the last 
two years and now is the time for that to happen.
The Diveheart mantra of “Imagine the Possibilities” has been 
encouraging children, veterans and others with disabilities to 
focus on what they “Can do” instead of what they “Can’t Do” 
since 2001. Through years of experience in pioneering 
adaptive scuba innovations for individuals with a wide variety 
of disabilities, Diveheart has introduced “Scuba Therapy” to 
thousands of individuals in hundreds of cities around the 
world. It’s through this experience and the discovery of the 

physical, psychological, emotional and spiritual benefits found in Scuba Therapy that Diveheart 
conceptualized the vision of building the world’s first deep warm water facility for research, rehabilitation, 
education, training and to provide vocational opportunities for individuals of all abilities in zero gravity. 
About 56.7 million people — 19 percent of the population — had a disability in 2010. Given this statistic it is 
easy to imagine that each of us knows someone dealing with an acquired or congenital disability. Diveheart 
exists to serve as many people as we can within this group.

Martin Daniels will host the meeting.

Here is the Zoom broadcast link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88663315037?
pwd=Uzhvbi9BaG10QTV6S2V4Z1VJbW95Zz09

Meeting ID: 886 6331 5037
Passcode: 659447

D a v i d h a s b e e n 
experimenting with his 
new Backscatter Snoot 
Strobe and will be showing some of his recent photos taken 
in Anilao and talking about the advantages and challenges it 
presents to UW photographers. It will be a mini-workshop so 
be prepared to learn some useful things. Having dived 
beside him in Anilao and looking at the results, I’m definitely 
a convert. Being able to focus light easily just on your 
subject, leaving the background and foreground dark has an 
amazing effect that is not only pleasing but very striking. I 
know that you will enjoy his presentation.

David Lenderman Presents:
Snoot Photography

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88663315037?pwd=Uzhvbi9BaG10QTV6S2V4Z1VJbW95Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88663315037?pwd=Uzhvbi9BaG10QTV6S2V4Z1VJbW95Zz09
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Like many people I am tired of hearing about and worrying about COVID-19. HUPS has been trying 
to stay productive by holding meetings via Zoom and hosting several workshops via Zoom. I think 
the meetings and workshops have gone well, but I would love to see more participation. If you have 
friends interested in diving/photography/videography this is a great time to invite them to a HUPS 
“meeting”. The August 3rd meeting will feature Joe Haws speaking about Diveheart, and I will do a 
short program on using snoots.

In prepping for my talk on using snoots I was 
giving some thought to why I like the look 
and feel of images created by snoot lighting. 
This got me thinking about art and what 
makes a photograph art. In researching art I 
started with the definition. According to 
Webster, “art is something that is created 
with imagination and skills that is beautiful or 
that expresses important ideas or feelings”. 
That seems a little too easy. I mean we all 
have imagination and some skills, the 
underwater world is full of beauty, so is every 
underwater photograph art? I don't think so. 
As I researched further I started researching 
photography as art.

In researching fine-art photography one common description was that fine-art photography should 
make you feel something. To take it further, fine-art photography should express an idea, message 
or emotion. This differs from photojournalism which provides a documentary visual account of a 
subject or event. Now we have something to work with.

The difference between an artistic photograph and a documentary photograph is that the art 
conveys emotions or ideas. The same subject can be shot as art or as a documentary image. Let's 
take an example of a clownfish. A clownfish shot from the side with a cluttered background would 
just be a documentary/identification type of image. The same subject shot from a lower angle, face 
on, with fins flared and having only the anemone filling the background could be elevated to art. With 
the clownfish posed to protect its host anemone, the feeling conveyed could be that of anger, 
bravery, excitement or fear.

The same ideas can be applied to a wide-angle reef scene. An image with a couple coral heads in 
front of a poorly exposed background would be a documentary shot. The same scene with the coral 
heads well placed in the frame, with a properly exposed blue water background including some sun 
beams would make the switch to art. The feeling conveyed by this image could be peacefulness or 
tranquility.

My artistic tastes lean toward minimalism. I like simple compositions with a clear subject. When 
seeking subjects I always look for clean, complimentary backgrounds. In my eyes, the background 
can go a long way toward making an image qualify as art. Rarely do I see an image with a cluttered, 
distracting background and think “art”.

To make your images more artistic avoid taking snapshots. Put some thought into your images so 
that you make them and don't just take them. Consider what emotions you can convey with your 
image. Show your subject's best side, compose for a complimentary background, consider elements 
to include and those to leave out of the image. The day will come when we can travel and get back 
out there to pursue our hobby. When we do, I want everyone to think about how to create art instead 
of snapshots. Now, more than ever, we can all use extra art in our lives.

David Lenderman

President's Message
 



www.hups.org                                                                                                   August 2020

 

 

2020 POTY Standings through July

Betsy Beasley
Intermediate 2nd

Dennis Deavenport
Advanced 1st

Russell Ramsey
Intermediate 3rd

Kathy Long
Novice 1st

Dennis Deavenport
Advanced 2nd
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Announcements
The 2020 Houston Underwater Film Festival has been rescheduled to 
September 12-13, 2020. We will be presenting the same three shows, at the 
same times,  that we would have presented on April 18-19. Tickets bought for 
the April shows will be shifted to the same shows and times on September 
12-13. The venue is still the 14 Pews Theater.  See the below article for an 
update on 14 Pews Theatre.  Please address any questions to Betsy Beasley 
at huff@hups.org. Hopefully we'll see you there!

Fall 2020 HUPS Video Contest
The Fall Video Contest entries are due no later than midnight October 1. Send your entries to the 
Video Contest Coordinator, Betsy Beasley, at betsybeasley@swbell.net. There is a 5 minute limit on 
films and files must be no larger than 2GB. Please send files via the free file transfer website 
WeTransfer.com. Voting will begin on the Video Contest Facebook page on October 2 and will 
continue throughout the month of October. Winners will be announced at the November HUPS 
meeting and posted on the HUPSdotORG YouTube channel. You must be a HUPS member to enter 
the contest. View the contest rules on the HUPS website under Member Contests/Video Contest.

Sanctuary Photo Contest
Please help us spread the word about this year's Get Into Your Sanctuary (GIYS) photo contest. In 
celebration of national Get Into Your Sanctuary activities, NOAA's Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries is hosting a photo contest, with the deadline of September 7. This year's contest differs a 
little from previous years in that a new category (Sanctuaries at Home: see below) was added to 
encourage entries during the pandemic.
Photos will be accepted in the following categories:
    Sanctuary Views: Share your photos of beautiful sunsets or scenic shots of your favorite national 

marine sanctuary.
    Sanctuary Life: Send us your best photos of sanctuary inhabitants like fish, birds, marine mammals, 

and other amazing ocean creatures.
    Sanctuary Recreation: Enter your best images of people responsibly enjoying national marine s

anctuaries, whether they're boating, kayaking, diving, swimming, conducting research, or just 
hanging out on the beach. Photos should be taken either before the start of the coronavirus 
pandemic, or should show proper social distancing.

    Sanctuaries at Home: Show us how you're connecting to your National Marine Sanctuary System 
from home! Submissions to this category can include photos of stewardship activities from your 
home or neighborhood, or sanctuary-related artwork (paintings, drawings, etc.).

Winning photos will be featured in next year's Earth Is Blue Magazine and on the Earth Is Blue social 
media campaign.  Submit your images (minimum of 1200 pixels wide, no more than 10) to 
earthisblue@noaa.gov. All images MUST include the following information: photographer's name, 
short description of when and where the photo was taken, and what is shown in the photo.   More 
information is available on the National Marine Sanctuaries website: https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/
photo-contest.html

Seeking HUPS Newsletter Editor
HUPS is looking for a member to volunteer as the HUPS Newsletter Editor starting in January 2021.  
No prior experience is necessary, just good English grammar skills, the ability to learn, and adept on a 
computer.  The incumbent will help transition the role as soon as a candidate is identified and approved 
by the HUPS BOD.  If you have questions or may be interested, feel free to reach out to the current 
Newsletter Editor, Monica Losey, at monica_losey@yahoo.com.

mailto:huff@hups.org
mailto:betsybeasley@swbell.net
mailto:earthisblue@noaa.gov
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/photo-contest.html
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/photo-contest.html


 

 

 

2020 Photo Contest Themes

The Cayman Islands have the highest (per-capita) testing rate and lowest infection rates (less than .70%) of any 
developed Caribbean Country. As of July 23rd the Cayman Islands have ZERO active COVID-19 cases and 
therefore is an extremely safe destination to visit.  The country’s strategy of border closure and mandatory 
quarantine (for any Caymanian repatriations) at a supervised facility has worked wonderfully and now plan to 
prepare for the opening of our borders.
The Cayman Islands borders will be opening in phases.  Phase 1 will commence on September 1st, 2020.  
Anyone wishing to enter the Cayman Islands will need to apply to the Government to do so and must complete an 
application form on line.  Please visit www.exploregov.ky/traveltime to complete an application.
Under the restrictions in place for Phase 1, each individual wishing to enter the Cayman Islands needs to know the 
following:
1. You must apply to Travel Time to be given authorization to enter the Cayman Islands.  Only flights organized by 
the CI Gov will be allowed to operate.  You will find a drop down menu informing you of available flights.
2. If accepted, a COVID-19 test will need to be carried out 72 hours prior to your departure and the Negative test 
result must be submitted to Travel Time to accompany your application.
3. Upon arrival into the CI, each individual will be fitted with a waterproof Bio Button, this adheres to the chest area 
and must be worn for a minimum of 14 days.  This bio button is a health monitoring device that will register the 
wearer’s temperature. 
4. Once fitted with the device you will be permitted to Self-Isolate at your accommodation for 5 days.  This 
accommodation MUST be in Grand Cayman. The health monitoring device will also act as a Geo Tracker that will 
inform the Government if anyone leaves their isolation address within this 5 day period.
5. After 5 days isolation you will be required to take another COVID-19 test in the Cayman Islands.
6. If that result remains Negative then the individual is then allowed to freely move around the Cayman Islands and 
the flights to Little Cayman can be taken but must continue to wear the health monitoring device that will continue to 
monitor vital signs for the remainder of your stay.
The cost of the bio button, isolation accommodation and COVID-19 test will be the responsibility of the visitor.
These are the restrictions for Phase 1 and we therefore appreciate that our guests are extremely unlikely to want to 
travel with Phase 1 stipulations in place.  We have been told that Phase 2 will not require isolation, it will 
undoubtedly still require an application form to be completed to enter the CI and most definitely the need for 
negative COVID-19 test results in order to travel.   At this stage we have no idea when Phase 2 will be put into 
place.  The target date for Phase 2 is October 1st, at the earliest.
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Cayman Islands Border Opening amidst COVID-19
Provided by Pirates Point Resort via Russell Ramsey
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2020 HUPS Officers
President:

David Lenderman
Vice President:

Dennis Deavenport
Secretary:

Tammy Allyn
Treasurer:
Tom Collier

Membership/Newsletter:
Monica Losey

Photo Contest:
Martin Daniels

Video Contest/HUFF 
Coordinator:
Betsy Beasley

Workshop Coordinator:
Tom Collier
TGCC Reps:
Frank Burek
Ja Van Pruett

Mark Leiserowitz
WebMaster:
Joe Holden

Trip Coordinator:
Joe Haws
Historian:

Frank Burek
Special Events:

Mary Daniels
Social Media Coordinator:

Laura Veariel
Merchandising 
Coordinator:
Sandy Bryan

Moody Gardens 
Coordinator:

David Lenderman

2020 HUPS Board of Directors
Frank Burek
Mary Daniels

Martin Daniels
Mike Greuter
Monica Losey

Henry Ragland
Debbie Mensay

Jim Mensay
Joe Haws

Russell Ramsey

Craig Beasley
Betsy Beasley
Laura Veariel
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www.facebook.com/groups/174168478778/

www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG

HUPS on the Internet

The Houston Underwater Photographic Society 
meets at the Bayland Community Center from 7pm-9pm, 

the first Monday of each month
(except for Monday holidays)

6400 Bissonnet (near Hillcroft), Houston, TX 77074
Visitors are always welcome!

http://www.hups.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/174168478778/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG

