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Quote: 
“Photography has the capacity to 

provide images of man and his 

environment that are both works of 

art and moments in history. 
 

Cornell Capa 

From Big Animals to Reef Scenes – Simple Tips to Improve your Wide-Angle 

 Photography – Ken Knezick 

Article/Photo’s of Ken by Dennis Deavenport  Additional Photo’s by Ken Knezick 

Ken isn’t the type to hype his accomplishments so I’ll take a few minutes to fill you in on who he is and why he 

means so much to HUPS. 

 

First of all, Ken is one of HUPS’ founding members and has been a frequent 

and talented contributor for many years.  He is an accomplished musician 

and the leader of the locally famous Gypsy Dance Troup that performs all 

over this part of Texas and annually at the Renaissance Festival.  For those 

that don’t know, he also owns one of the most respected dive travel busi-

nesses in the US (Island Dreams Travel).  For many years he was the driving 

force behind Seaspace which was the enormously popular and successful 

dive-oriented convention held annually in Houston.  His talents are too nu-

merous to list here but let’s just say that if it’s worth doing, he’s probably already tried it at least once and was 

probably pretty good at it.   

 

Personally, I count him as one of my good friends and have always looked forward to those times I’ve been on a trip with him diving or skiing 

or watching him perform in front of large or intimate groups.  I have always appreciated his UW photographic excellence.  He has great 

equipment and the knowledge and opportunity to put it to best 

use.  We’re fortunate to have him as a fellow HUPS member. 

 

He is a frequent presenter at HUPS’ monthly meetings and 

anyone who has seen one, knows just how informative and 

entertaining it is.  When I was formulating the list of monthly 

presenters for 2014, he was one of the first people that I con-

tacted about doing one.  It is our luck that he had a show 

bumping around inside his head looking for its “15 minutes of 

fame”.  In truth, that’s certainly an understatement.  Ken never 

limits himself 15 minutes when an hour or more might be available. 

 

In Ken’s own words, here is a synopsis of our July presentation. 

 

Employing underwater images from around the world, HUPS’ 

July program will take you on a watery journey between wide-

angle coral reef scenes rich with vibrant soft corals; and en-

counters with some of the largest creatures in the sea. The 

program is designed to provide you with suggestions on how 

capture such images. Topical highlights will include equipment, 

lens selection, lighting, composition, and where to find and 

how to effectively approach these photo subjects. 

 

Dennis Deavenport 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
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BY DR. WES TUNNELL, HRI ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR/ENDOWED CHAIR FOR BIODIVERSITY AND CONSERVATION SCI-

In May, I had the opportunity to return to one of 
my favorite places, Alacran Reef, the largest 
coral reef in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Jesse Cancelmo, who is doing a new book in one of 
our HRI-Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Book Series, 

had arranged the trip earlier with the Alacran Reef National 

Park and, since he knew I'd been there years before, in-
vited me along. Located around 70 miles north of Pro-

gresso, Yucatan Peninsula, the reef is about 15 miles long 
and six miles wide, so its atoll-like shape can be seen from 

space. Besides having some of the best and most diverse 
coral reefs in the Gulf of Mexico, it has five islands that are 

prime nesting localities for sea turtles and colonial sea 

birds. 

We stayed on Isla Perez, the largest of Alacran's islands, 
and home to the lighthouse and lighthouse keeper for Alac-

ran, as well as a detachment of Mexican Navy personnel. 

The National Park now has two small wooden cabins on 
the island. That is where we stayed. We got to dive two 

tanks per day over three days, and I am happy to report 
that the reefs are in good shape. Jesse even got to photo-

graph some new growth of the endangered elk horn and 

staghorn coral, and we never saw a single lion fish. 

During 1985-86 I lived with my family in the northern Yu-
catan on a Fulbright Scholar Award and had the opportu-

nity to study the coral reefs all around the Yucatan Penin-

sula. Visiting and studying the sea birds on Alacran, Cayo 
Arenas, and Cayos Arcos was one of the biggest thrills of 

my biological career. There were huge colonies of Masked 
Booby, Magnificent Frigate Bird, and Sooty Tern, plus 

smaller colonies of Brown Booby, Brown Noddy and other 

tern species. In addition, we recorded Red-footed Booby 
nesting for the first time in the Gulf of Mexico on Isla De-

sertora at Alacran. So, to get to return, even just for a few 
days to check on the birds, was exciting. 

  

 

 
A diver explores lettuce coral on Alacran Reef, the largest 
coral reef in the Gulf of Mexico.PHOTO: JESSE CANCELMO 

 
Frigate Birds on Isla Desertora, part of Alacran Reef Na-
tional Park along the Gulf coast in Mexico. PHOTO: JESSE 
CANCELMO 

At the end of the nesting season in July 1986, I estimated 
there were only around 28,000-30,000 Sooty Tern. But this 

year, right in the middle of nesting, I estimated some-
where between 250,000 to 300,000. The Masked Booby 

and Frigate Birds were at the end of their nesting season 

on Isla Desertora, but the two Red-footed Booby nests we 
counted in 1986 were now up to at least eight nests and 

probably 10. Alacran Reef and islands remains as one of 
the true natural treasures of the Gulf of Mexico. 

NOTE: Jesse's previous book Texas Coral Reefs is a beauti-
ful photo journal of the Flower Garden Banks National Ma-

rine Sanctuary coral reefs, located 110 miles south of Gal-
veston, Texas. His new book will photo document our 

beautiful coral reefs in all three countries around the Gulf: 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.harteresearchinstitute.org/tunnell
http://www.cancelmophoto.com/gallery/main.php/v/gulfofmexico/
http://harteresearchinstitute.org/hri-media/books
http://www.tamupress.com/product/Texas-Coral-Reefs,773.aspx
http://www.harteresearchinstitute.org/newsletter/summer2014/images/alacran_JesseCancelmo_1000px.jpg
http://www.harteresearchinstitute.org/newsletter/summer2014/images/Frigate_JesseCancelmo_1000px.jpg
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Submitted by Debbie Mensay 

Last call for Bonaire!  Anyone want to join us for a return trip to Captain 

Don's Habitat in Bonaire this October?  The trip will be Saturday, October 4 

through Sunday, October 12, 2014.  The package includes: 

 

 8 nights Accommodations (United is now flying out from IAH mid-day 

Sat/returning Sun am) 

 

7 days Buffet Breakfast 

 

Manager's Rum Party, Welcome Drink 

 

6 days 2-tank boat dives w/6 days unlimited shore diving  

 

6 days Unlimited Nitrox for nitrox certified divers 

 

tanks & weights included 

 

Round Trip Airport Transfers in Bonaire 

 

Hotel Taxes included 

  

Note that airfare is NOT included and must be arranged individually 

 

Deluxe Oceanview Room (two double beds - i.e. the rooms around the pool): 

 

$1178.00 per diver/$715.00 per nondiver double occupancy  

 

$1490.00 for single occupancy diver 

 

 The final payment is due 7/14/14, so let us know ASAP if you want to join 

us.  You may cancel with no penalty prior to final payment date of 7/14/14. 

There are no refunds after 7/14/14.  If you are interested, please email Jim 

and Debbie Mensay at  <mailto:fdbm82@msn.com> fdbm82@msn.com to reserve your 

space.  For those who have already sent in a deposit, you can give us you 

final payment at the July meeting, or send it to us at: 1530 Goodnight Ct, 

Sugar Land, TX 77479. 
 

  

Photo by Bob Fay 

Photo by Beata Lerman   

http://www.hups.org/
mailto:fdbm82@msn.com
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Submitted by Alicia Grimes 

Recently I was listening to NPR while doing some painting outdoors.  I heard a wonderful interview from Jacques 

Cousteau’s grandson, Fabian Cousteau.  The younger Cousteau has been living underwater for the past 30 days 

along with a group of researchers in an underwater lab, Aquarius, sponsored in part by Nokia.  The active lab 

which ended on July 2nd  was located in the Red Sea was able to be watched 24 hours a day 7 days a week via 

live feeds online.  The cameras were located not only in the lab, but also the port and starboard sides of Aquar-

ius. The main mission of the experiment is something that was put into place 50 years ago by the elder Cous-

teau.  Jacques’ idea was to have a way to work and use a camera while living underwater without any damage 

to either the human or the reef system. Fabian has more than accom-

plished this goal and made his grandfather’s dream come true. 

 

I believe the part of the interview that really grabbed my attention as a 

diver was the fact since they were living underwater they could dive as 

much as they wanted without decompression concerns.  Their bodies 

were always acclimated.  Wouldn’t that be a treat?  Besides all the diving 

and I am sure photography that the crew was enjoying, they were actu-

ally working by studying 3 main areas: climate change, the ocean acidi-

fication, and ocean pollution with an emphasis on the effects of plastics.  

Something that is important to all of us. 

 

Fabian will soon be writing a book on this experiment in the near future 

so watch for it.  More information about Mission 31 can be found on their website. Give it a look. 

Photo by Dennis Deavenport 

Photo by John Scheldt 

Photo by Jim Mensay Photo by Mike Greuter 

http://www.hups.org/
http://mission-31.com/
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Submitted by Monica Losey 

Some of you may have heard or read that the presentation for the August HUPS meeting will be A Night at the 

Movies - showcasing underwater video footage taken by our HUPSters.  Some of you have been waiting a long 

time for this while for others this may be the motivation to try something new.  Rumor has it there may be even 

some popcorn to be served.  Should be something new for all of us. Hope to see you there! 

A big thank you goes out to Terry Moore who has been working to set up a brand new website that 

will be available in the near future.  Thank you Terry. 

Novice 

1st Joe Holden 

2nd Beata Lerman   

2nd John Scheldt  

3rd Joe Holden  

Intermediate 

1st  Debbie Mensay  

1st Bess Bright 

2nd Lance Glowacki 

3rd Debbie Mensay 

3rd Bess Bright 

3rd Lance Glowacki 

Advanced 

1st Mike Greuter 

2nd  Dennis Deavenport 

2nd Jim Mensay 

3rd Jim Mensay 

http://www.hups.org/
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Month Date Presenter Show Title & Synopsis Contest Topic 

January 6th 
Jim and Kandace Heimer 

& Jim and Debbie Mensay 
A Night in Alaska Something that has Spots  

February 3rd HUPS Members Bonaire Club Trip Extravaganza Shoot the Face  

March 3rd 
Tom Collier, Mike Greuter, 

Dennis Deavenport 
Exploring the Wrecks of Truk Lagoon Things in the sand  

April  7th Tom Collier HUPS & Moody Gardens—The Perfect Marriage 
Large swimmers (> 4 feet) - not 

people  

May  5th Greg Whittaker “ L ife in a Pyramid ”  Banded/Stripes  

June 2nd Beata Lerman Coast to Coast with Berta Lerman 
Big eyes,Tangs,  

Triggerfish,Boxfish 

July 7th Ken Knezick 

From Reef Scenes to Whale Sharks –  

Simple Steps to Successful Wide –  Angle 

Underwater  

Photography 

Reef scenes without diver  

August 4th HUPS Videographers A Night at the Movies 
Scorpion fish,  

Gurnards, Lionfish  

September 1st Mike Greuter Saba & Dominica on the Half-Shell Pairs or buddies  

October 6th Monica Losey “Africa - Above and Below”  
Anemones and  

relatives, Hydroids, Jellyfish  

November 3rd Anilao Trip Participants Anilao, The Philippines Club Trip 
Single Color focus  

(Blue,Red,Green,Yellow)  

December 1st None Food, festivities and Best of HUPS Best of HUPS and Creative  

http://www.hups.org/


 

 Underwater Images © Copyright 2014 — A monthly publication with all rights reserved 7 

The Houston Underwater Photographic Society meets at 

the Bayland Community Center starting at 7:00 PM. 
(Social time begins at 6:45) 

 
(6400 Bissonnet, near the Hillcroft intersection) 

Visitors are always welcome. 

2014 HUPS Officers 

 
President:  

Russell Ramsey 
Vice President:  

Dennis Deavenport 
Secretary:  

Tammy Allyn 

Treasurer:  
Tom Collier 

Membership/
Newsletter: 

Alicia Grimes 
Photo Contest:  

Dennis Deavenport 
TGCC Rep: 

Frank Burek /  
Debbie Mensay 

Web Master:  
James Heimer 

Workshops:  
 

Trip Coordinator:  

Jim Mensay 
Historian:  

Frank Burek 
Special Events:  

Jan Baughman 

 

Board of Directors 
Jan Baughman 
Bess Bright 

Frank Burek 
Martin Daniels 

Dennis Deavenport 
Lance Glowacki 

Alicia Grimes 

Mike Greuter 
Gary Harris 

Ken Knezick 
Monica Losey 

Jim Mensay 
Henry Ragland 

Russell Ramsey 
 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/

group.php?gid=174168478778 

http://www.hups.org/ 

http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG 

HUPS 
P.O. Box 270056 

Houston, TX 77277-0056 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/Meetings/Directions.html
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG

