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those two war zones and a 

 short 9 min. video I made to 

show family and friends on a 

recent trip to Australia and 

lastly Images of my recent trip 

to Bonaire. 

 Bonaire is a frequently  

visited dive location some 50 

miles north of Venezuela being 

a part of the ABC islands 

(Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao). Ex-

cept for wall diving it has some 

of the best diving the Caribbean 

has to offer and a very good 

price too. Many HUPs members 

have dove Bonaire numerous 

times over the years and keep 

going back. This means that 

many images shown in our 

monthly competitions have 

come from this diving paradise. 

What I will be showing is some 

of my best work from my month 

long vacation there demonstrat-

ing the scope of my photogra-

phy and how you can get more 

from your dive trips by explor-

ing your topside photography 

prospects and how I got that 

shot. I have even experimented 

with strobe placement to cap-

ture unique images underwater 

 too. Unlike other dive destina-

tion travel presentations this 

one will be walked through slide 

by slide giving a brief descrip-

tion of what, when, where. 

 

 I am sure everyone will get a 

lot out of this presentation and I 

look forward to seeing you all in 

January. 

 Join us at our first meeting of 

the year (January 9th at 7:00 

p.m.) as Terry Moore takes us 

to Iraq, Afghanistan and Bon-

aire with his photography and 

stories. For those unfamiliar 

with Terry, and his  

photography, here is a brief  

introduction written by the 

man himself. 

 

In 2005 I left Houston to do 

my part on the war on terror, 

securing a job in Iraq. I wasn't 

really sure it was a sane idea 

at that time, but I figured I 

had committed myself and will 

go and check it out. My pri-

mary role over there was a 

Remote Duty Paramedic. I 

 would work in a clinic and look 

after everything from the basic 

 coughs, colds, allergies up to 

advanced cardio life support. 

No different than you going to 

your local doctor’s clinic, in-

stead of a doctor, you get 

me :) Being ex Military medic 

and trained in minor surgical 

procedures, antibiotic therapy 

amongst other clinical things, 

 and being an ex 911 Para-

medic here in Houston gave 

me the confidence to deal with 

almost anything that walked 

through the door.   In the 5 

 years in Iraq I worked for a 

few contractors as a Remote 

Medic safely within our secure 

camps. I also worked as a 

Bodyguard paramedic on a 

 Dept of State Mission running 

the streets of Baghdad, truly 

putting my life on the line  

protecting others. In 2010 I  

decided to leave Iraq as it 

was winding down and 

headed straight to Afghani-

stan as an Armed Remote 

Duty Medic on a Police train-

ing mission. Here I would be 

responsible for all the expats 

and coalition forces and over-

seeing the Afghan doctors 

treating their police recruits. 

Part of my job was going to 

the range to act as medical 

support while everyone was 

shooting machine guns, RPGs 

etc, lucky for me I got to 

shoot them too. 

 In the past 6 years I have 

taken more than 50,000 im-

ages in two war zones. I 

started shooting with a 

Canon 20D and finally up-

graded to Canons top of the 

line 1Ds Mark III and L series 

lenses. I figured if I was a 

part of history being here, I 

might as well try my best to 

get some very cool pictures 

and have a permanent record 

of my involvement. 

 To this date I admit that I 

have captured some remark-

able imagery, none of which 

I have seen any other pho-

tographer produce over 

there. So during Januarys 

HUPS meeting I am going to 

show you something a 

 little different than the usual 

HUPS presentations, by show 

casing a selection of 

my favorite images taken in 

Special Points of Interest 

 TERRY MOORE TAKES US ALONG 

WITH HIS ADVENTURES AROUND 

THE WORLD. 

 TIME TO RENEW FOR 2012 

 2011 PHOTO CONTEST 

WINNERS IN REVIEW 

 YOUR PHOTO’S ARE NEEDED 

FOR THE MOODY GARDENS 

PROJECT 

 PHOTO CONTEST TOPICS FOR 

2012 & 2013 ANNOUNCED 

by Terry Moore 

John Van Atta—Novice 

Lance Glowacki—Novice 

Embrace Light, Admire Light, Love Light, but above all 
Study Light! 

Martin Edge, The Underwater Photographer 

Mike Greuter– Intermediate 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
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This year’s TGCC luncheon will held at Bayland Community Center on Saturday, January 28th. The "Social" starts at 11:00 AM, the 

lunch around 11:45 AM. The awards will be presented after the luncheon. Tickets are $10. Debbie Mensay and/or I will have tickets 

for sale at the January HUPS meeting. 

 

We all look forward to good food and comradely. I would also like everyone supporting the HUPS members who will be getting their 

awards, to plan to be there as well. In addition to the awards, I expect G.P. Schmahl, the Manager of the Flower Garden Banks 

National Marine Sanctuary (FGBNMS) to again address the group. Comments for members last year were significant in improving 

the rules that the FGBNMS was drafting. Please plan on joining your fellow divers. 

by Frank Burek 

Happy New Year all. 
 

I've been reading through a lot of possible New Year’s Resolutions over the last few days. A few that have come to mind for HUPS 
may be: 

 
Practice - The more we practice something, the more it becomes second nature. I wonder how many times pro basketball players 

practice shooting a free throw. At one of our meetings last year, Tom Collier mentioned that he practices using his camera in his 
housing, especially right after he gets a different rig. He suggests you set up your rig and practice changing the settings and using 
all the buttons on the housing. This way, when you are on a dive and a situation changes, you know how to adjust your rig on the 

fly, and are immediately ready for the next shot. 
 

Patience - The old saying used to be: f/8 and Wait, or f/8 and Be There. While on the Bali trip last year, I asked Jackie Reid how 
he was able to get some of the seemingly impossible shots that he captured. He said that sometimes he would find the critter he 
wanted to take the shot of, and move slowing into the scene and just set his camera rig down close by and then swim back away. 

He would then wait for the critters to get used to the camera rig being there and then he would ease back in and get the shot. This 
seems a lot easier than some of those "forced marches" that some dive masters take their group on. The kick out for 20 minutes, 

then kicks back in for the next 20, and practically misses everything in between.  
 
Perseverance - Sometimes you just have to stay with something long enough until you get it. You even have to study it and ask 

questions. Every month at the HUPS meetings, we have a chance to do just that. The workshops give us a good chance to learn 
more about particular skills, and at each meeting we have a chance to see a digital presentation and ask how to take those kinds of 

shots. At one of the presentations last year, Alicia Grimes mentioned how she and Greg prepare for a dive trip by checking out 
what type of critters are possibly going to be at the different dive sites. They plan ahead of time and think about what shots they 

may be able to get. 
 
I know that a lot of New Year’s Resolutions made on January 1st are already broken by January 2nd. So at the January HUPS meet-

ing, share with us some of YOUR New Year’s Resolutions, and we'll work with you to keep some of them. Also, take a few minutes 
this week to send in some pictures for the photo contest. They could be the kind of shots that someone else has been trying to get, 

and we'll all get a chance to learn how to add them to our picture gallery. 
 
May 2012 bring all of us good health and happiness and the joy of sharing our sport of dive photography with all.  

 
See you under the boat. 
 

Scuba Jim ( Jim Mensay) 

Dennis Deavenport—Advanced 

Lance Glowacki– Novice 

by Jim Mensay 

http://www.hups.org/
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Recently I received a call from an under-

water photographer and friend relating a 
very exciting encounter with a 30 foot 

long whale shark in the Sea of Cortez.  
As is often the case the great fish mate-

rialized out of the green water, cruised 
by, and after a few minutes, disap-
peared. 

 
Did anyone get a picture? Did anyone 

get a GOOD picture?  Most of the time 
when an underwater photographer en-
counters a large, rare subject – a whale 

shark, a manta ray, a real shark, or 
even a big school of jacks or porpoises- 

nobody get a good picture. 
 

HOW CAN WE IMPROVE ON THIS  

PERFORMANCE?? 

 

Be Prepared – If you are diving in 

waters where there is some chance of 

sighting large creatures have your  

camera ready.  Your camera should be 

accessible.  Don’t swim around with 

your aperture set at f22 just because 

the last picture your look was a close- 

up.  Take the close-up but reset your 

lens to a focus distance of about 10 feet 

and your aperture to an available light 

exposure setting.   

 

This way,  if something big swims by all you 
have to do is point and shoot. 
 

Don’t Panic – Don’t get carried away in the 
excitement of the moment and stop thinking.  

Allow yourself to enjoy the presence of the fish, 
but think of photography too.  Don’t move sud-
denly unless you have to, you might spook the 

subject. 
 

Think Ahead - As soon as you see the fish, 
start planning how you want to photograph the 
creature.  Is the visibility good enough for a 

sideways shot of the whole length of the animal?  
What about a silhouette? Is it possible to get 

another diver into the picture with the fish so 
that your viewers will have something to gauge 

its size by?  Consider the directions and speed 
with which the subject is moving as well as its 
general level of spookiness and decide where 

you need to swim to be in position to take the 
picture.  The key thing here is to quickly formu-

late a plan and then go about putting into action. 
 
Use the Proper Lens – Often times divers try 

to photograph all large creatures with a very 
wide lens.  If your subject is a whale this is nec-

essary but if your subject is a shark or a manta 
ray you might be better off with something like a 
28mm lens.  The problem is that you may not 

get closer to the subject than 10-20 feet. At that 
distance a 15mm lens makes even a large manta 

ray look like it is fifty feet away.  A less wide 
angle lens will allow you to crop out much of the 

surrounding blue water and zero in on the big 
fish. 

Be Prepared 
by Jim Creighton 

Dennis Deavenport—Advanced 

Tom Collier—Advanced 

ML Reid—Advanced 

 
Well it is that time again to keep our club in the financial black by paying our annual dues.  This year’s dues like in years past will 
be $35.00 for individuals and $45.00 for your entire family. This is quite a deal when that includes 12 monthly presentations as well 

as specialized workshops, website forum and a monthly newsletter. We again have three ways to renew your membership: 
 

· Pay at the next few HUPS meetings in person with cash or check. 
 
· You can also renew online using this link on the hups.org  website to pay with Paypal. 

 
· Or print and fill out the membership renewal form from the HUPS website at: 

 http://hups.org/Members%20and%20Officers/Membership%20Application.html and mail your completed form and check to: 
HUPS P.O. Box 270056 Houston, TX 77277 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at alicia@theworldinaflash.com 

 

by Alicia Grimes 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/Members%20and%20Officers/Membership%20Application%20On%20Line.html
mailto:alicia@theworldinaflash.com
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by Dennis Deavenport 

Best Of HUPS Contest for 2011 Showcases Close Contests, Sweeps, and New Winners 
 
This was a fun Best of HUPS contest.  Most of the contests were very close with winners decided by only 1 to 3 votes.  The most 

surprising result:  The 4 way tie for 1st in the Creative division which had 16 entries.  This is really unprecedented in the many 
years I’ve been working the contest. 

 
John Van Atta showed up big with two 1st place and a 3rd place finish in Creative and a 2nd in Novice.  Mike Greuter swept the  
Intermediate division as did Dennis Deavenport in Advanced.  Kandace Heimer (1st Creative), Monica Losey (1st Novice), and Lance 

Glowacki (3rd Novice) closed out this year’s winners. 
 

The BOH contest is where our members get to pick and choose from their best images.  It’s always fun and the entire audience gets 
an opportunity to select what they like. 
 

Thanks to everyone that entered and start think about your images for December 2012. 

Once more, HUPS enjoyed fantastic competition all year in the Novice, 
Intermediate, and Advanced monthly photo contests.  The competition 
part of the contest is great but everyone benefits from seeing examples 

of great underwater photography. The people entering pictures get a 
chance to showcase their talent and gauge the quality of their work 

against that of others of their ability.  It’s a win-win situation for the con-
testants and the club. 
 

Congratulations to Monica Losey, Kandace Heimer, and Jackie Reid for 
fighting the good fight and winning out over some excellent competition.  

Next year, Monica will be stepping up to the Intermediate division and 
Kandace will be trading licks with the Advanced group. 
 

Thanks so much to everyone for entering and making our meetings just 
that much more enjoyable.  We’re looking forward to more of the same 

in 2012.  Dust off your best images and send them in every month. 

by Dennis Deavenport 

Kandace Heimer– Intermediate 

ML Reid—Advanced 

http://www.hups.org/
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PHOTO CONTEST TOPICS 

Month 2012 

Jan   Turtles 

Feb   Angelfish and Butterflyfish 

Mar   Two or More of a Kind (but less than a dozen) 

Apr   Nudibranchs & Worms 

May   Real Small Macro (subject smaller than a chicken egg) 

Jun   Wide Angle 

Jul   Fish Portraits 

Aug   Leading Lines  (natural lines that lead the eye) 

Sep   Gobies, Blennies, Jawfish, Triplefins 

Oct   Cute/Funny (anything that makes you smile) 

Nov   Divers & Snorkelers 

Month 2013 

Jan   Eels  (morays, garden, etc.) 

Feb   Wide Angle Wrecks 

Mar   Starfish 

Apr   Cephalopods  (octopi, squid, cuttlefish, nautilus) 

May   Schools of Fish 

Jun   Syngnathidae  (pipefish & seahorses) 

Jul   Silhouettes 

Aug   Sharks & Rays 

Sep   Juveniles of Any Species 

Oct   Ugly Critters 

Nov   Close-Focus/Wide Angle 

by Dennis Deavenport 

Yes, we have a new list of Photo Contest Topics for you to plan for over the next two years.  A long list of topic candidates was sent 
to a wide group of members including the Officers and Board of Directors.  After everyone had voted, the winning topics were dis-
tributed over the next two years and sent back to everyone for review.  As in the past, “Extended Descriptions” were prepared for 

each topic to hopefully eliminate any questions on just what qualifies and what doesn’t.  A full list of Topics and  

Extended Descriptions can be found on the Photo Contest section of the website or by clicking HERE. 

Monica Losey—Novice 
Dennis Deavenport– Advanced 

Mike Greuter– Intermediate 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/Photo%20Contest/Contest_List/2012_Photo_Contest_Subjects.pdf
http://www.hups.org/Photo%20Contest/Contest_List/2012_Photo_Contest_Subjects.pdf
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It’s that time again.  We are asking HUPS members to submit their best digital images for use at the Moody Gardens Aquarium 

photo display. 
  

This will be our 3 rd year to exhibit the best of our best.  Our involvement with Moody Gardens has been an unqualified success not 
only visually but financially.  Prints that we have offered for sale in their gift shop are a major source of revenue for HUPS and one 

reason that we have been able to purchase the great projection equipment we now have.  The photo display has a prominent spot 
in the large rotunda just after entering the aquarium.  It is just about the first thing visitors see.  We also have a continuously-
rolling presentation that showcases a large number of the images that were not selected for the larger print display. 

  
WHAT WE NEED 

  
·Resolution:  Not less than 1350 H x 1080 V 

           1 megapixel maximum, please 

  
·Up to 7 of your best Turtle images 

  
·Up to 7 of your best General Topic images (anything goes) 

  

DEADLINE for ENTRIES:  1st week in January 2012 (that’s NOW!) 
  

The selection committee will select the final show from the images you send and 
our photo contest winners.  Our target is to hang the show in February. 

  
Things to consider:  

·We will only select high quality images for the walls.  That means that we need to have access to high-resolution print files 

that are technically excellent and compelling from an interest standpoint.  As in the past, I will offer editing assistance 
(with your approval, of course) on the final files. 

·Images used for the wall displays will be 16” x 20” with some verticals.  Images used in the rolling video display can be any 
aspect ratio. 

·The cost to print and mount the images will be paid by the individuals.  Prints will be returned to the owners when the display 

is taken down. 
o    Tom Collier has negotiated a great deal with Nations Photo for $16.40 per print on ‘metallic’ paper mounted on 

white foam board.  
o    This is a great offer and if you want, they will do as many prints as you want for this price as part of the deal.  Of 

course, you will have to get the print files to Tom Collier so he can get them transferred to Nations along with the 

Moody Gardens print files.  
 FINALLY: 

  Send your images to ddeavenport@comcast.net 

 If you want to be involved with HUPS’ Moody Gardens project, contact Mary McDonald at mmm5426@yahoo.com .  We have 

plenty of things for you to do. 
 

Thanks, 
Dennis Deavenport & Mary McDonald (committee chairperson) 

by Dennis Deavenport 

Strawberry Cheesecake Recipe 
 
At the annual HUPS Christmas Party there was a wonderful dessert Strawberry Cheesecake that was 

a big hit.  HUPS member Keith Monroe was happy to share the secret of this recipe.  He hopes you 
enjoy it. 

 
 Ingredients includes: 

 One angel food cake pulled apart into bite sized pieces and layered in the bottom of dish. 

 Blend one can sweetened condensed milk with one box of Philly cheese and pour a coat over 

the angle food cake. 

 Spread the strawberry pie filling over the milk/Philly cheese blend. This layering process can be 

repeated depending on the depth of the dish. 

 Finish with whip cream, pecans & fresh strawberries as the topping.  ML Reid—Creative 

http://www.hups.org/
mailto:ddeavenport@comcast.net?subject=HUPS%20Moody%20Gardens%20Images
mailto:mmm5426@yahoo.com?subject=HUPS%20Moody%20Gardens%20Interest
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Month Date Presenter Show Title & Synopsis 
Contest 
Topic 

January 9th Terry Moore Terry Moore presents  Afghanistan to Bonaire Turtles 

February 6th Jesse Cancelmo Capturing and Publishing Cave Images of Texas 
AngelFish and  

Butterfly Fish 

March 5th Dennis Deavenport Underwater Composition 

Two or More of a 

Kind (but less than 
a dozen) 

April 2nd TBA TBA 
Nudibranchs & 

Worms 

May 7th TBA TBA Real Small Macro  

June 4th TBA TBA Wide Angle 

July 9th Frank and Joyce Burek TBA   Fish Portraits 

August 6th TBA TBA Leading Lines   

September 10th TBA TBA 
Gobies, Blennies, 
Jawfish, Triplefins 

October 1st HUPS Members Philippines Trip Recap Cute/Funny  

November 5th TBA TBA 
Divers &  

Snorkelers 

December 3rd HUPS Members HUPS Christmas Party 
Best of HUPS and 

Creative 

http://www.hups.org/
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The Houston Underwater Photographic Society meets at 
the Bayland Community Center (6400 Bissonnet, near the  

Hillcroft intersection)  

starting at 7:00 PM. (Social time begins at 6:45) 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

(Click for Meeting Dates) 

 
2011 HUPS Officers 

 
President:  
Jim Mensay 
Vice President:  
Greg Grimes 

Secretary:  
Tammy Allyn 
Treasurer:  
Tom Collier 
Membership/
Newsletter: 
Alicia Grimes 
Photo Contest:  
Dennis Deavenport 

TGCC Rep: 
Frank Burek /  
Debbie Mensay 
Web Master:  
James Heimer 
Workshops:  
Greg Grimes 
Trip Coordinator:  

Alicia Grimes 
Historian:  
Frank Burek 
Special Events:  
Jan Baughman 

 

Board of Directors 
Mary McDonald 
Jan Baughman 
Frank Burek 
Dennis Deavenport 
Henry Ragland 
Mike Greuter 

Ken Knezick 
Russell Ramsey 
Mike Fernandez 
Lance Glowacki 
Bess Bright 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/

group.php?gid=174168478778 

http://www.hups.org/ 

http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG 

HUPS 
P.O. Box 270056 

Houston, TX 77277-0056 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/Meetings/Directions.html
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG

