
 

Our March presentation by Beata Lerman takes us to 
some of her favorite dive locations in the southern US 
from California to to the Gulf of Mexico to the Florida 
coast.  She'll share with us via photos and videos 
some of her favorite sites and places.  Unlike many of 
us warm water types, Beata actually relishes diving in 
the cold waters of the Pacific coast and has an 
amazing variety of images and experiences based on 

the diving in the 
kelp forests and coastal islands of Southern California.  
She and her husband, Alex, also spend time diving in 
Florida which represents a very different type of 
diving… warmer water, different fish and critters, and 
a much different topside experience.  

For those of us that have dived either or both of these 
locations, the experiences are really quite remarkable.  

Beata has now been in HUPS for several years and 
during that time has made remarkable progress in both 
photographic talent and with the quality of her 
cameras and UW photographic gear.  She has an 
amazing drive toward excellence, a fact that is very 
apparent in the remarkable images she brings back 

from her dive 
expeditions and the 
care she takes in editing and presenting her work.

HUPS is fortunate to have Beata and Alex as members.  
We have much to learn and experience from them.  
Please join us Monday, March 7th at 7pm to see what 
new wonders they have to show to us.
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In the past two years, I have written several articles 
dealing with travel with HUPS members, traveling safely, 
why we travel, etc. but do not believe I have ever touched 
upon dive travel with children and/or family and the 
advantages of same. As you read this, my wife and I will 
be in Grand Cayman with our daughter and grandchildren 
snorkeling, diving and generally just having a relaxing 
time on a Caribbean island.  I have heard many relate to 
me they wish to go diving without the worry of children 
and family who do not dive. On this trip, there will be two 
of us who do not dive but do enjoy the sea, sand and 
island sights and diversions.

I would like to explore with you the advantages of 
traveling with family and children. Of the Blogs and 
articles I have read this past several weeks in preparing 
this column, the general consensus of advantages 
traveling with family members seems to be:

Shared experiences
Traveling together allows the world to be our teacher
Appreciation of other family member’s point of view
Slowing down to enjoy the moment
Developing and strengthening relationships
Stimulus of new experiences
Spending more quality time together
Memories

     Enriching lives and relationships by new experiences, 
different cultures, and foods

Shared experiences
Redefining what is important                                                                                                   
Advantages of traveling with children can be summed 

up as:
     Children make other people more generous and 

compassionate
Children are great conversations starters
Children encourage you to make every moment count
Children give you a new perspective on the world
Children make you slow down
Children bring your family closer together
Children usually develop better habits

     Children realize how really fortunate they are vs. those 
not so fortunate in 3rd world countries 

Enriching your child’s life experiences  
I hope these insights into traveling with family who do 

not dive will stimulate some of us who usually do not take 
family members along on dive trips, to take the family 
along on a short dive excursion. Such a trip will allow 
them to see why diving and photography are important to 
you. It may also interest them in learning to dive or taking 
up photography by experiencing why you enjoy these 
pursuits.
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Traveling with Family

I hope many of you were able to attend our February meeting for a chance to view Tom and Kay Collier’s wonderful presentation 
entitled “Veering Off Course in the Philippines”. It was somewhat unusual in that it was a video rather than a still photography 
production. There was a very large turnout and hats off to the Collier team for such a wonderful program.

I know all of you are looking forward to our March show entitled, USA-East Coast / West Coast, presented by Beata Lerman. The 
program will cover diving on the East Coast or the Atlantic Ocean side of our nation and then crossing to the West Coast to dive in 
the Pacific Ocean. It will be very interesting, and I invite as many of you who can attend to come and see this great presentation.

HUPS Dive Trips
Of	the	3	HUPS	trips	scheduled	this	year,	one	is	about	to	

commence	and	two	are	s<ll	scheduled.

The	trip	to	Palau	and	Yap,	in	conjunc<on	with	Island	
Dreams,	is	set	to	begin	later	this	week	for	those	partaking	in	
the	Yap	add-on	at	the	beginning.	Par<cipants	will	just	be	
returning	immediately	prior	to	the	March	HUPS	mee<ng,	so	I	
will	let	them	tell	you	about	their	experiences	on	this	first	HUPS	
trip	of	2016.

As	men<oned	in	the	last	newsleNers,	the	second	trip	is	
scheduled	to	begin	May	14th	through	May	21st	to	the	BVI	with	
an	add-on	trip	to	St.	Croix	scheduled	from	May	21-25,	2016.	If	
you	have	not	paid	your	deposits,	they	are	past	due.	Deposits	
should	be	made	payable	to	HUPS	through	Debbie	Mensay,	
Treasurer	for	HUPS.	The	BVI	cost	is	$1779	per	diver	double	
occupancy;	$2259	per	diver	single	occupancy;	$882	per	non	
diver	double	occupancy	and	$1362	per	non	diver	single	
occupancy.	The		N2	The	Blue	dive	shop	cost	is	$195	for	two	
days	of	diving	by	boat	and	the	pier	and	a	separate	costs	for	
diving	the	pier	the	third	day	of	an	addi<onal	$17.00.	If	you	
have	not	used	Pay	Pal	or	given	a	check	to	Debbie	for	the	
deposit	or	full	payment,	her	address	is:	Debbie	Mensay,	1530	
Goodnight	Ct.,	Sugar	Land,	Texas	77479.

The	last	scheduled	HUPS	trip	is	now	what	trip	leader,	Lorna	
Carpenter,	is	renaming	“The	Annual	HUPS	Trip	to	Bonaire”	
dropping	the	word	“almost	“from	its	previous	<tle.	The	dates	
of	this	excursion	will	hopefully	coincide	with	the	Bonaire	coral	
spawning.	This	third	trip	is	scheduled	for	October	15	–	23,	
2016.	The	cost	is	$970.75	per	diver	double	occupancy,	
($1,276.76	single	occupancy)-Deluxe	Ocean	View	Room;	
$1,071.55	per	diver	Double	Occupancy	($1,586.35	single	
occupancy)	Ocean	Front	Deluxe	Jr.	Suites.	Non	divers	should	
deduct	$275.40	per	person	for	this	trip.	Deposits	are	now	due	
and	should	indicate	#	of	divers	and	non–divers	as	well	as	room	
type.	Once	again,	please	mail	your	deposits	or	give	them	to	
Debbie	Mensay	at	the	same	address	for	the	BVI	deposits	
men<oned	above.

The	topic	of	the	Photo	Contest	this	month	is:		Toadfish,	
Scorpionfish	and	Lizardfish.		The	Technical	Topic	will	cover	
slowing	down	while	shoo,ng	video.

The	next	BOD	mee<ng	is	April.	As	announced	at	the	last	
general	mee<ng,	if	you	have	anything	you	think	HUPS	should	
be	doing	this	year	or	next,	please	let	any	Board	member	know	
prior	to	the	April	mee<ng.

Let’s	keep	on	diving	and	please	do	so	safely,	
Russell	Ramsey
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FGBNMS Seeking Advisory Council Applicants
Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary is seeking 
applicants for four seats on its advisory council, a community-
based group of individuals that provide advice for sanctuary 
management.
The sanctuary is accepting applications for the following council 
seats:  Conservation, Education, Recreational Fishing, and 
Research.
For more information and application materials, please visit our 
Council News page at
http://flowergarden.noaa.gov/advisorycouncil/councilnews.html.
The deadline for applications is Monday, February 29, 2016 

theHouston Museumofnaturalscience Special Exhibit:
Wildlife Photographer of the Year

Now in its fifty-first year, Wildlife Photographer of the Year is 
the international leader in innovative visual representation of 
the natural world. This prestigious competition and resulting 
exhibition stimulates engagement with the diversity and beauty 
of the natural world and thrills audiences around the globe.
This world-renowned exhibition, on loan from the Natural 
History Museum in London, features 100 awe-inspiring images, 
from fascinating animal behaviour to breath-taking wild 
landscapes. Most are topside subjects, but Michael Aw has a 
winning image in this show from the Sardine Run in South 
Africa.  
The exhibition is free with the purchase of a permanent exhibit 

2016 TGCC Awards Banquet
Congratulations to the award recipients at The Gulf Coast Council Awards Banquet last month.  
HUPS was well represented by many attendees and awards recipients.  Thanks for your work 
and support in the education and preservation of our underwater community.  

Lance Glowacki
Intermediate 2nd

Final month to pay 2016 
membership dues!

$35 Single membership
$45 Family membership

Payable:
Cash or Check at 
March meeting

On-line via HUPS 
webpage:

www.hups.org

Annual Membership Dues

http://flowergarden.noaa.gov/advisorycouncil/councilnews.html
http://hupsphotoclub.wix.com/hups
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In HUPS meetings or after a dive, I often hear people ask the name of a particular critter.  With this new 
quarterly addition, I hope to create a fun, friendly competitive manner in which to increase people's 
knowledge of various underwater critters.  Similar to a word search or crossword in other newsletters or 
papers, our game will align to our hobby!  I'll publish the names of the critters and maybe some 
interesting factoids in the following month's newsletter so there can be no cheating and looking 
immediately at the answers!  If you have an interest in a particular critter or family of critters for a future 
month's id, feel free to let me know.  In anticipation of spring, I have chosen butterflyfish for our first 
challenge.  Thank you Joyce Burek for supplying most of the photos.  I hope you enjoy and good luck!!
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The judging of the March photo contest 
will not be finished by the March monthly 
meeting on March 7th.  Please note this is 
only affecting the judging and not the 
monthly contest submissions. You should 
still submit your entries as normal, no 
later than midnight on March 2nd.  The 
monthly slideshow shown in the March 
meeting will just showcase all entries 
with no winners. Once the judging is 
finished the winners will be notified by 
email, Facebook posting, and the HUPS 
web page.  The April meeting slide show 
will also contain the March winners. If 
anyone has any questions please contact 
Lance Glowacki.

March's Photo Contest Theme: Toadfish, 
Scorpionfish, Lizardfish
Send your entries to hupsphotocontest@gmail.com

Scorpionfish include: Lionfish, Stonefish, Leaf Fish, 
Rhinopias, Devilfish and Waspfish for the contest. It 
does not include frog fish as they have no venom.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scorpaenidae
Lizardfish include: Sand Diver, Atlantic lizardfish, diamond lizardfish, 
Inshore lizardfish, Synodus bondi and Synodus macrostigmus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synodontidae
Toadfish  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Batrachoididae

Beata Lerman
Intermediate 1st

Mathis Weatherall
Novice 1st

Jackie Reid
Advanced 1st

mailto:Lance.Glowacki@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scorpaenidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synodontidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Batrachoididae
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As underwater photographers the marvelous and 
varied inhabitants of the sea are the prime subjects of 
our photographs.  But they are not simply colorful 
props that we can move about at  will  in search of 
better compositions.  We are visitors in their home, 
the sea, and we should strive to interact with them in 
such a way that they are not harmed.

Many experienced dive masters in the Caribbean 
have  an  image  of  the  typical  underwater 
photographer as the "ugly diver".  How often have 
you  observed  an  underwater  photographer, 
burdened down with more equipment than he can 
handle, frantically crashing into the coral in madcap 
pursuit  of  some  unlucky  fish  that  his  buddy  has 
grabbed in a vise grip between his glove and diving 
knife.   If  recorded  on  videotape  this  scene  might 
resemble  an episode from "The Keystone Cops Go 
Swimming".  

But  it  isn't  funny!   The  coral  that  is  broken or 
scratched may die, the fish is traumatized, possibly 
injured.  And for what result?  Photographs of frantic 
fish always look like photographs of frantic fish - if 
you can see through the cloud of silt that has been 
stirred  up.   Frantic,  excited  photographers  usually 
get out of focus, poorly exposed, generally crummy 
pictures.  There must be a better way.

I  have  always  thought  that  the  best  way  to 
portray  the  creatures  of  the  ocean  is  naturally  - 
photograph  them  comfortably  going  about  the 
business of living in the sea.  SCUBA divers are large, 
noisy, bizarre intruders in this world and it takes a 
great  deal  of  patience  and  skill  to  overcome  this 
disadvantage;  to  become  accepted  by  the  fish  and 
crabs as  a  non-threatening presence in their  home.  
The key here is to be patient:

1.  You must be patient enough to wait until you 
are a competent scuba diver before you add a camera 
and strobe to your diving equipment.  I don't mean 

just safe enough to get in and out of the water and 
keep track of your own bottom time, you must be 
truly comfortable in the liquid environment; able to 
swim precisely and under control; able to minutely 
control buoyancy with your lungs; able to sit still on 
the bottom without flailing your arms.  

2.   You must  be  patient  enough to  allow your 
subject  to  become  accustomed  to  your  presence 
before  slowly  approaching  close  enough  to 
photograph.

3.  You must be patient enough not to attempt to 
photograph the whole reef on one dive.  Concentrate 
on photographing one fish well instead of thirty six 
fish poorly.

But  what  of  the  marvelous  moments  of 
interaction  between  a  diver  and  a  sea  creature?  
Some photographs eloquently capture that emotional 
moment when a diver and a sea creature bridge the 
gulf  of  evolution  between  them,  interacting  in  a 
mood of trust, acceptance, perhaps even friendship.  
These moments are magic, and as photographers we 
should  try  to  capture  them  to  illustrate  to  others 
what it can be to dive.  

But not every diver is capable of establishing and 
earning this feeling of trust with the inhabitants of 
the sea.  Approaching, earning trust, and interacting 
with marine creatures is an art and a sensitive skill of 
which few divers are capable.  This skill is as difficult 
to learn as underwater photography itself.  So don't 
rush  things,  wait  until  the  interaction  comes 
naturally.  Choose your underwater models well.

As underwater  photographers  it  is  our duty to 
visit, attempt our art, and then leave creatures of the 
sea -- our photographic collaborators -- unharmed.  I 
think we should portray them naturally,  truthfully.  
Let's strive to get some wonderful photographs -- but 
not at the expense of the creatures of the ocean.

By By Jim Creighton

Martin Daniels
Intermediate 2nd

Joe Holden
Intermediate 2nd
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The Houston Underwater Photographic Society meets at the
Bayland Community Center from 7pm - 9pm,

the first Monday of  each month (except for Monday holidays)

6400 Bissonnet (near Hillcroft), Houston, TX 77074

Visitor are always welcome!

2016 HUPS Officers
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Russell Ramsey
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