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Tip:  
“What I like about  

photographs is that they  

capture a moment that’s gone 

forever, impossible to repro-

duce.   

 

Karl Lagerfield 

Join us on April 1st at 7:00 p.m. at Bayand Community Center as we are treated to a fabulous presentation by JR, Mary Lou Reid and Dennis 

Deavenport on their trip to Ambon.  

 

Ambon is a small island surrounded by the Banda Sea that is steeped in colonial history.  

The Portuguese influence in the Banda Sea started in the early 1600s but by the end of 

the century, the Dutch, represented by the Dutch East India Company had achieved 

complete control of the entire Spice Island region and its extremely lucrative spice trade.  

Their iron-fisted rule lasted until the end of the 18th century.  The city of Ambon was a 

major seaport and administrative center for the Dutch Empire until the Japanese invaded 

in 1942.  When Indonesia achieved  

independence following WWII, Ambon was part of the new country. 

 

After spending 2 weeks on the live-aboard boat, SMY Ondina, and diving in Raja Ampat, Jackie 

and Mary Lou Reid and Dennis Deavenport arrived at Maluku Divers on Ambon for 5 more days of 

diving.  Ambon, as a dive destination, is only now beginning to receive the attention it deserves.  

The resort used is a small, well-run operation on the north shore of a large inlet that splits Ambon 

almost in half.  All of the diving is from small boats that accommodate a maximum of 6-8 divers.  

The diving is almost exclusively of the “muck” variety with frequent comparisons to what is found 

in Lembah Straight.  However, that only gives divers a rough idea of what is really there. 

 

The underwater vistas are not stunning.  You don’t see lots of beautiful coral reefs and walls and 

the visibility isn’t always great… but that’s not why you go there.  The bay is home to a stunning 

variety of primo fish and critters.  As many as three different Rhinopias were seen on several 

dives.  Moray eels were everywhere along with many different varieties of pipefish and seahorses.  

Cuttlefish could be seen mating, laying eggs, and hunting.  The crustacean population was well-

represented with decorator crabs, boxer crabs, harlequin shrimp, imperial shrimp, porcelain 

crabs, hinge beaks, and hairy lobsters being found on just about any dive.  Two night dives were spent photographing a healthy population of 

mating mandarin fish under boats tied up at a local pier.  And after the mandarins were done for the night, there was an amazing variety of 

other subjects to grab everyone’s attention. 

 

If Ambon hasn’t been on your diving “bucket list”, you might want to add it now.  Maluku Divers 

runs a good dive operation and every dive offers something special to see and photograph. 

 

 

Visitors are always welcome at our meetings. Be sure to arrive early to assist with set up and to 

socialize. 

Mike Greuter– Intermediate 

Greg Grimes—Intermediate 

Submitted by Dennis Deavenport 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
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Submitted by Greg Grimes 

   Spring is in the air as you can tell from the pollen that is all over our cars.  With that in mind, our thoughts are turning to getting that first hit  

of compressed air for the year, and the thrill of jumping off a boat into the underwater world below.  Before we do that, it is important that 

both underwater housing and dive gear gets properly serviced.  

Ask yourself the following questions:   

1) Have I had my BC professionally serviced in the last year? Your BC should be serviced every year for safety. 

 

2) Have I had my regulator serviced for any leaks or cracks in the lines that may have happened while in the closet? This should be done 

every year without fail.  Remember, this is your lifeline underwater and should not be neglected. 

 

3) Have I checked how much life is left on my dive computer battery?  Make sure you have at least 65% of battery life.  Make sure you 

have a new battery in your gear supply bag ready if needed while on your trip. 

 

4) What about my underwater camera housing? Has it been serviced and checked for cracks?  All of the major housing manufacturers 

recommend having your housings professionally serviced every year to avoid unexpected problems on your next trip.  When you arrive 

at your dive destination I recommend that you test your housing in a pool without a camera in it. Insert a paper towel into the housing 

and close it up with orings and dunk it in the deep end.  This will let you know if you have any leaks while under pressure without 

ruining your camera. 

 

5) Speaking of your underwater housing, what about those orings that keep our camera gear dry?  Have you kept them moist with the 

“proper” O-ring grease?  Have you inspected them for any sand that may be on them from your previous dive trip?  Have you  

inspected them for breakage that may seem small but could cause a leak and ruin your camera with just one drop? 

 

Underwater photography as well as diving alone is a very expensive hobby.  Because of this, it is very important that we spend the time to 

keep our gear in the best possible condition even when not in use.  Doing these few steps on a regular basis will insure your next drip trip will 

go off without a hitch. 

 

Scubafish 

Submitted by Jesse Cancelmo 

Recently I came across of this article from 1993? Can you guess the HUPS  

member in the photo along with the location? 

Answer: Jackie Reid at the Red Sea. 

Ken Knezick—Advanced Dennis Deavenport—Advanced 

Jim Mensay—Advanced 

Jan Baughman—Novice 

Lance Glowacki—Intermediate 

http://www.hups.org/
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Join HUPS in a return trip to Captain Don's Habitat, Bonaire in October 2013 

 (http://www.habitatbonaire.com/).  We would depart on Friday, October 11 on the United overnight 

flight, arriving in Bonaire early morning Saturday, October 12, 2013.  We would return to Houston on  

Saturday, October 19.  Airfare is NOT included, but is currently available from United for around $600 per 

person.  

 

The package includes:  7 nights accommodations, daily breakfast, 12 boat dives, free Nitrox, 6 days 

unlimited shore diving, airport transfers, and taxes. 

 

$904.00 per diver double occupancy Deluxe Oceanview Room (these are the rooms around the pool where most of us stayed during the last 

HUPS trip to the resort, with two queen beds) 

 

$988.00 per diver double occupancy Deluxe Junior Suite (these are the newest rooms that were under construction during our last HUPS trip to 

the resort, with one king bed) 

 

Additional costs not included:  other meals, vehicle rental (can be arranged individually for pick-up at the airport or you can rent at the resort 

after we arrive).  Optional travel insurance is available for $59 per person.  

To confirm your space, a $200.00 deposit is due at this time. The final payment will be due by the end of July.  

 

Remember, passports with minimum six months validity past your return date are required for international travel. C-Cards are required for 

diving. 

  

 

HUPS 2013 Club Trip—Bonaire 
Submitted by Jim Mensay 

On the continuing hunt to find news about the underwater world we all love, the following links where 

submitted to the newsletter editor to share with our fellow divers. 

 

Submitted by Alicia Grimes 

 

The first link concerns the darkest part of the ocean that was once considered to be unable to sustain 

life.  Marine biologists have recently found it teaming with life. 

 Submitted by Susan Davenport 

 The second link concerns an underwater photo exhibit that was first seen on the  

USS Vandenberg in Key West and now in Barbados. Check out the exhibit and video. Truly an  

amazing works by artist Andreas Franke, a fellow photographer and scuba diver. 
 

Submitted by Barbara Clay 

In the past, HUPS members have been very generously donated photos for the TMMSN annual fundraiser. This year, we are soliciting any 

donations that you may have available.  Please also consider attending the event or being a sponsor on the 18th of May aboard the Moody 

Garden’s Colonel.  The Colonel’s lower level will be transformed into an exciting casino.  Sure to be a good time for all. 

 

Event Details: 

Date: May 18th, 2013 

Cost: $75 per Person 

Dinner: New Orleans Style Fare prepared by Moody Gardens 

Cash Bar: Beer, Wine & Spirits 

Sail: Promptly at 7:00PM • Return to Dock: 10:00PM 

  

Details will be soon available on TMMSN website. 

  

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.habitatbonaire.com/
http://now.msn.com/microscopic-life-found-on-ocean-floor-of-mariana-trench
http://www.thesinkingworld.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=kHQuP4uleaE
http://www.tmmsn.org/
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Wrtiten by Rick Moore 

Dark backgrounds are sometimes unavoidable if the ambient light is very low.  The am-

bient light available for the background exposure of your picture is decreased by low sun 

position depth, low visibility, rough visibility, rough surface condition, and clouds. 

The strobe may seem to require an aperture opening too small to achieve a balanced 

(same exposure) background.  One way to achieve a balanced background is to shoot 

at an upward angle.  The more toward the surface and sun you point your camera the 

lighter the background will be. 

Let’s take a common example.  You want a picture of your buddy swimming by a large 

coral head.  If you take 

the picture looking at a 

downward angle you will 

probably find that the 

background available light reading is very low.  Also, with a downward angle 

your buddy may seem to blend in with the background and not stand out as the 

central focus on your picture.  However, if you shoot with an upward angle you 

will find that the available light reading is much higher.  If there is still not 

enough available light try turning more toward sun.  Choose an upward angle 

that produces the same aperture as your strobe requires.  As an added benefit 

you will probably find that the upward angle greatly enhances the impact of your 

picture. 

If your strobe has an adjustable power setting, using the lowest setting and 

opening the aperture to compensate will help balance exposure.  This is a good technique to use if an upward camera angle is undesirable or 

physically impossible. 

Sometimes, the available light reading produces a smaller aperture than the strobe reading.  Under these conditions use the available light 

reading and let the strobe paint in the true colors of the subject. 

 

Ken Knezick—Advanced 

Ken Bean—Advanced 

Greg Grimes—Intermediate Lance Glowacki—Intermediate 

http://www.hups.org/


 

 Underwater Images © Copyright 2013 — A monthly publication with all rights reserved 5 

Month Date Presenter Show Title & Synopsis Contest Topic 

January 7th Variety New Year New Ideas for HUPS Eels 

February 4th Terry Moore Fiji - Bega Lagoon Dive Resort Wide Angle Wrecks 

March 4th Ken Knezick 
Diving Successfully with Underwater Cam-

era & Strategies to Prevent Flooding 
Starfish 

April 1st 

Jackie, Mary 

Lou Reid,  

Dennis  

Deavenport  

Ambon 
Cephalopods  
(octopi, squid,  

cuttlefish, nautilus)  

May 6th Clint Moore Yap Mantas Schools of Fish  

June 3rd 
Kandace Heimer, 

Monica Losey 
Africa/Arctic-Polar Bears 

Syngnathidae  
(pipefish & seahorses)  

July 8th John Anderson TBA Silhouettes    

August 5th Toby Presteghrd Komodo Sharks & Rays  

September 9th Variety 
Gear Night– Bring in your Camera Systems 

for Tips 

Juveniles of Any 
 Species  

October 7th 
Mary Lou Reid/ 

Dennis Deavenport 
Ambon Ugly Critters  

November 5th HUPS Members Club Trip Review 
Close-Focus/Wide  

Angle  

December 2nd HUPS Members HUPS Christmas Party 
Best of HUPS &  

Creative 

http://www.hups.org/
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The Houston Underwater Photographic Society meets at 

the Bayland Community Center starting at 7:00 PM. 
(Social time begins at 6:45) 

 
(6400 Bissonnet, near the Hillcroft intersection) 

Visitors are always welcome. 

2013 HUPS Officers 

 
President:  

Greg Grimes 
Vice President:  

Terry Moore 
Secretary:  

Tammy Allyn 

Treasurer:  
Tom Collier 

Membership/
Newsletter: 

Alicia Grimes 
Photo Contest:  

Dennis Deavenport 
TGCC Rep: 

Frank Burek /  
Debbie Mensay 

Web Master:  
James Heimer 

Workshops:  
Greg Grimes 

Trip Coordinator:  

Jim Mensay 
Historian:  

Frank Burek 
Special Events:  

Jan Baughman 

 

Board of Directors 
Jan Baughman 
Bess Bright 

Frank Burek 
Martin Daniels 

Dennis Deavenport 
Lance Glowacki 

Alicia Grimes 

Mike Greuter 
Gary Harris 

Ken Knezick 
Jim Mensay 

Henry Ragland 
Russell Ramsey 

 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/
group.php?gid=174168478778 

http://www.hups.org/ 

http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG 

HUPS 
P.O. Box 270056 

Houston, TX 77277-0056 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/Meetings/Directions.html
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG

