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Quote: 
 

“ Beauty can be seen in all things, 

seeing and composing the beauty is 

what separates the snapshot from 

the photograph. –  
Matt Hardy  

 

June 2nd Program 

Pacific Coast with Beata 
 

Introduction by Dennis Deavenport Images by Beata Lerman 

Beata Lerman, our June program presenter, has only been a HUPS member for about a year but she has been a very active participant.  We 

met her almost one year ago in Terry Moore’s pool where she was one of our models.  I personally appreciated her because she actually felt 

comfortable in the water and could take our discussions on what we were going to do and actually do it correctly.  Since that time, she joined 

HUPS and has been a real nice addition to our club.  One of her pictures of a Mola Mola is gracing the walls of Moody Gardens.  She was 

also one of our members that showed up to hang the show.  Since this is her inaugural presentation for HUPS, we have spent some time 

going over photo editing with Photoshop and how to put together a show using ProShow Gold.  I’m looking forward to her presentation since 

it is all about the struggles, transitions, and progress we all have when all have to make we start diving with cameras.  

 

Cold water diving has long been regarded as one of the most extreme forms of scuba diving. It is associated with increased degree 

of difficulty and exposure to various dive hazards. So why do I do it? The short answer is, for really great diving experience which 

not all the tropical water places can offer.  

At the June 2nd HUPS meeting I will share my experience about diving in the Pacific coast of North America and I will tell about it in 

two parts.  First, I will tell you how I first started diving in California coast, about the elements, the exposure protection (advantages 

and limitations), the hazards, and of course things you can see there. I will mention the way I plan my trips (on a very, very tight 

budget, since Grad students are not well paid J).  I will also talk about my most favorite operators and things to keep in mind if you 

decide to give it a try.   

 

Second and most important, I will talk about the underwater photography, because incidentally my first underwater photograph, my 

first camera, and my first experience as an underwater photographer is directly linked to my very first cold water dive. I will tell you 

how I went from shooting a “point and shoot” Sealife camera to a full frame digital SLR Cannon 5D which I use now. I will describe 

in detail my experience as a novice photographer, the difficulties I encountered, and decisions I have made; focusing on the gear, 

lenses, lights, and hacks that I use in my photography today.  Overall I am aware that there are not many people find diving in 52°F 

water attractive but I want to give you my perspective on it and show you why I would take diving in California over Florida and Ba-

hamas any day.  

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
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A Short History of one of HUPS’ Newest Members - Beata Lerman 

Submitted by Dennis Deavenport 

Recently, I asked if any of our members would be interested in doing a monthly presentation.  Luckily, 

Beata Lerman, offered to give us her perspective on diving with cameras in the cold waters of California 

and how she moved from a simple point and shoot camera to a housed SLR.  We have become friends 

over the past year since she showed up in Terry Moore’s pool as one of our models.  Like many of us, 

she is a very interesting person with a number of accomplishments and interests.  With that in mind, I 

asked if she would mind telling us about herself.  The article below is her story.  I hope you enjoy it. 

 

My name is Beata Lerman.  I was born in Russia, and moved to the US when I was 16 years old. I 

have lived in Houston my entire American life except for the 4 years from 2006-2010 when I lived 

in Israel pursuing a graduate degree in Genetics at Tel Aviv University.  Currently I am a research 

scientist and a graduate student at the University of Texas in Houston MD Anderson cancer center 

studying Immunology and doing research on cancer immunotherapy and infectious diseases vac-

cine development.  I am married and have 2 cats.  When I’m not in the lab performing experiments, 

I am diving or ballroom dancing.  Dancing is another lifelong hobby of mine and my partner and I 

compete in International Latin Ballroom on local, regional and national levels. 

 

I was introduced to diving in 2005 on the Red Sea while visiting Israel where a close friend of mine 

who was a dive instructor offered me an introductory dive after taking a gear off one of his students.  My first dive lasted 25 minutes 

and upon return my friend told me “you breathe like a dolphin!  You almost use no air at all; you’d be a great diver”.  From that mo-

ment on I was hooked.  I got certified shortly after with PADI advanced open water and my ongoing dive adventure has begun. 

 

For first four years I dove exclusively in the Red sea (and honestly was taking it for granted).  The Israeli coast has interesting phe-

nomena, the wind blows from the desert to the sea which prevents waves from forming and stirring up the sand, creating a year-

round 100+ foot visibility (not to mention that every day was a diving day). 

 

Upon graduation I moved back to the US and started flying to Florida for diving.  I enjoyed diving in Florida Keys (especially Key 

Largo), West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale, and Jupiter.  I also went to dive in some of the Caribbean Islands including Antigua and 

Barbuda.  I introduced myself to California coast diving during my solo trip in the winter of 2011.  That holiday season I also treated 

myself to a gift: a Sealife DC1200 which I took with me on that trip.  That was my first introduction to the underwater photography.  

Since then I came a long way, briefly transitioning from the Sealife to the Sony NEX-C3, to Canon 20D, to finally my current setup 

of full frame Canon 5D which I got by a pure stroke of luck. 

 

I’m still very much a novice photographer and I have a lot to learn.  Six months ago I had no idea how Adobe Photoshop worked.  Now I can 

confidently edit my photos and I’m still learning something new every time.  I am grateful to have great mentors like Terry Moore and Dennis 

Deavenport who guide me along this passage of becoming a better photographer.  Now I’m trying to have a dive trip at least once every 2-3 

months so I can keep up and improve my photography.  But one thing is certain, the better the picture is when you take it, the less work it will 

take in editing.  I hope to see you on Monday to share with you my story. 

Beata Lerman. 

 

 

http://www.hups.org/
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 Contest Results  

Novice 

 

1st  Joe Holden 330 

2nd  David McCracken 294 

3rd Joe Scheldt 269 

4th Martin Daniels 265 

5th Berta Lerman 116 

 Intermediate  

1st Bess Bright 347 

2nd Debbie Mensay 345 

3rd Lance Glowacki 307 

4th Jan Baughman 245 

 Advanced  

1st Dennis Deavenport 386 

2nd Mike Greuter 329 

3rd Jim Mensay 295 

4th  Ken Bean 181 

Submitted by Monica Losey 

Some of you may have heard or read that the presentation for the August HUPS meeting will be A Night at the Movies - showcasing under-

water video footage taken by our HUPSters.  I will be producing the night’s performance and am in need of some directors who have footage 

of some underwater actors.  Our audience is interested in seeing movie footage whether it was taken by an underwater video camera, video 

on your typical “still” photo camera, or the up-and-coming GoPro.   Some of you have been waiting a long time for this while for others this 

may be the motivation to try something new.  We’re not looking for perfection so don’t be embarrassed if this would be a first time experi-

ence - I’m sure you won’t be alone.   

 

Length of the film short will depend upon how many people we have that show interest in submitting a short. If you do not feel that you have 

enough footage to create a short on your own, let me know and perhaps we can work a few people’s clips together to create a short directed 

by multiple folks.  If you have video footage but need help processing/editing it into a short, also let me know as I’m sure there are a few 

folks who would be willing to help out.   

 

If you are interested in submitting, please let me know by the end of May so I can give direction to everyone as to how long each short 

should be and organize folks if we need to group up or provide any assistance.  I will need all shorts submitted to me by the beginning of July 

as the meeting in August is early in the month. Please send me an email directly if you are at all interested and I will contact each person 

individually for further follow up.  There are a few of you that I expect to hear from and if I don’t, I’ll be hunting you down!!!!!  

 

This should be fun - so let’s go all out and make this a memorable start to what could be a new tradition!! 

 

Monica Losey (monica_losey@yahoo.com) 

http://www.hups.org/
mailto:monica_losey@yahoo.com
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Hey fellow HUPSters - - anyone want to join us for a return trip to Captain Don's Habitat in Bonaire this Octo-

ber?  The BOD approved a second HUPS dive trip for this year, with the next one being Saturday, October 4 

through Sunday, October 12, 2014.  We especially have an opening for a single male to share a room.  

  

8 nights Accommodations (United is now flying out from IAH mid-day 

Sat/returning Sun am) 

 

7 days Buffet Breakfast 

 

Manager's Rum Party, Welcome Drink 

 

6 days 2-tank boat dives w/6 days unlimited shore diving  

 

6 days Unlimited Nitrox for nitrox certified divers 

 

tanks & weights included 

 

Round Trip Airport Transfers in Bonaire 

 

Hotel Taxes included 

 

Note that airfare is NOT included and must be arranged individually. 

 

 

Deluxe Oceanview Room (two double beds - i.e. the rooms around the pool): 

 

$1178.00 per diver/$715.00 per nondiver double occupancy  

 

$1490.00 for single occupancy diver 

  

A deposit of $100 per person due by the July meeting, with final payment due 

7/14/14.  You may cancel with no penalty prior to final payment date of 

7/14/14.  There are no refunds after 7/14/14.  If you are interested, please 

email Jim and Debbie Mensay at fdbm82@msn.com <mailto:fdbm82@msn.com>  to 

reserve your space, and send them your deposit check at: 1530 Goodnight Ct, 

Sugar Land, TX 77479 (or hand it to them at the meeting).  

Editors Note Rest in Peace:  For those of you familiar with Bonaire we lost one of the marine communities best 

friend with the passing of Capt Don.  Let’s hope that Greg was there is greet him and they are taking care of our 

Bonaire together. He will be missed. 

Submitted by Jim and Debbie Mensay 

http://www.hups.org/
mailto:fdbm82@msn.com
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Month Date Presenter Show Title & Synopsis Contest Topic 

January 6th 
Jim and Kandace Heimer 

& Jim and Debbie Mensay 
A Night in Alaska Something that has Spots  

February 3rd HUPS Members Bonaire Club Trip Extravaganza Shoot the Face  

March 3rd 
Tom Collier, Mike Greuter, 

Dennis Deavenport 
Exploring the Wrecks of Truk Lagoon Things in the sand  

April  7th Tom Collier HUPS & Moody Gardens—The Perfect Marriage 
Large swimmers (> 4 feet) - not 

people  

May  5th Greg Whittaker “ L ife in a Pyramid ”  Banded/Stripes  

June 2nd Beata Lerman Coast to Coast with Berta Lerman 
Big eyes,Tangs,  

Triggerfish,Boxfish 

July 7th Ken Knezick 

From Reef Scenes to Whale Sharks –  Simple Steps 

to Successful Wide –  Angle Underwater  

Photography 

Reef scenes without diver  

August 4th HUPS Videographers A Night at the Movies 
Scorpion fish,  

Gurnards, Lionfish  

September 1st Mike Greuter Saba & Dominica on the Half-Shell Pairs or buddies  

October 6th Monica Losey “Africa - Above and Below”  
Anemones and  

relatives, Hydroids, Jellyfish  

November 3rd Anilao Trip Participants Anilao, The Philippines Club Trip 
Single Color focus  

(Blue,Red,Green,Yellow)  

December 1st None Food, festivities and Best of HUPS Best of HUPS and Creative  

http://www.hups.org/
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The Houston Underwater Photographic Society meets at 

the Bayland Community Center starting at 7:00 PM. 
(Social time begins at 6:45) 

 
(6400 Bissonnet, near the Hillcroft intersection) 

Visitors are always welcome. 

2014 HUPS Officers 

 
President:  

Russell Ramsey 
Vice President:  

Dennis Deavenport 
Secretary:  

Tammy Allyn 

Treasurer:  
Tom Collier 

Membership/
Newsletter: 

Alicia Grimes 
Photo Contest:  

Dennis Deavenport 
TGCC Rep: 

Frank Burek /  
Debbie Mensay 

Web Master:  
James Heimer 

Workshops:  
Greg Grimes 

Trip Coordinator:  

Jim Mensay 
Historian:  

Frank Burek 
Special Events:  

Jan Baughman 

 

Board of Directors 
Jan Baughman 
Bess Bright 

Frank Burek 
Martin Daniels 

Dennis Deavenport 
Lance Glowacki 

Alicia Grimes 

Mike Greuter 
Gary Harris 

Ken Knezick 
Monica Losey 

Jim Mensay 
Henry Ragland 

Russell Ramsey 
 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/

group.php?gid=174168478778 

http://www.hups.org/ 

http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG 

HUPS 
P.O. Box 270056 

Houston, TX 77277-0056 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/Meetings/Directions.html
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG

