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Back by popular demand the annual trip to the beautiful Enchanted Gardens  owned by one of our members (David Lenderman) 
family to work on our macro photography.  This annual trip will allow us enjoy the grounds as well as get an opportunity to  
photography the beautiful flora and fauna that will be in full bloom.  Plan to bring your best macro lens, tripod and your willingness 
to find those little creatures that we are always on the hunt for. Following the photo adventure there will be a pot luck brunch at 
the Lenderman’s home. Please bring your favorite dish to share. 
 

Date: SUNDAY April 1st from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Sign up is still available on the forum. 

 
The nursery is located at 6420 FM 359 in Richmond, TX. (between FM 359 and FM 723)  Their website has a map should you need 
navigational assistance. 

By Greg Grimes 

Please join us on April 2nd at 7:00 p.m. at Bayland Community Center as we will be treated to a presentation by Dr. Brian Tulloch as 
he takes us to the Serengeti for a tented safari in Africa.  For myself, and I am sure others, Africa is one of those destination that 
remains a bit mystical and yet it is defiantly on my “Bucket List”.   We know this presentation will entice us to move it up on the list 
for completion. Get ready for wonderful animal and adventure stories. 

 
Dr. Tulloch currently contributes regularly to this newsletter and has had an on-
going travel blog in the paper concerning India and its history.  Last year Dr. 
Tulloch presented a wonderful photo travel slide show about his adventures to 
Panama and the wonderful diving that can be found there.  I am sure this pres-
entation will be just as exciting. 
 
As always, visitors are welcome.  Please plan to arrive early for set up and so-

cialization and join us at the completion of the meeting for some Mexican food at 

Don Carlos located on the South West Freeway and Hillcroft  

intersection to share in some dive stories. 
Debbie Mensay—Intermediate 

Tom Collier—Advanced 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.myenchanted.com/
http://www.hups.org/forum/index.php?PHPSESSID=2a5255f01bd2f918c65117a70f4c9b07&topic=792.0
http://www.pct3.hctx.net/cc_bayland/default.aspx
http://doncarlosrestaurants.com/locations/
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Do you remember what it was like to be on your first SCUBA dive? 

Now you have 100, 200, 1,000, or maybe even over 4,000 hours underwater. 

You carry a camera rig that weighs more than your weight belt and costs more than your regulator and dive computer. 

But there are not that many folks that get to do what you do.  Our exhibit at Moody Gardens is a chance for ALL to see what it is 

like to be a SCUBA Diver. 

 

Before you take your next giant stride, check your gauges and your memory and see if this 

is what comes to mind.  This is from a friend that was on vacation with us in Australia / 

New Zealand.  He took his first SCUBA dive as part of an introductory to SCUBA at the 

Great Barrier Reef.  These are his words: 

 

"My wife let me go on an introductory scuba dive.  I was quite concerned about it all but 

just had to try.  

 

You were right!  I just couldn't believe how much more I could see and how much more 

vivid everything was!  The colors were amazing.  Prior to the dive I was going to purchase 

a disposal underwater camera but the dive instructor looked at me, smiled, and said 

"mate, you are going to be far too busy to take pictures".  Boy was he ever right.  So I 

decided to just purchase postcards with pictures of everything I saw that I can remember!  (Ha Ha).  At any rate he was quite 

right.  I had a very tough time figuring out the buoyancy and keeping water out of all the wrong places. 

 

Suffice to say that I have a lot to learn but it was so much fun that I am determined to do it again. 

 

 

I can't wait to be in that type of an environment again with the knowledge that would allow me to be maneuvering solo and in con-

trol.  I was quite taken back with the neutral buoyancy feeling.  It was quite won-

derful..." 

 

 

Keep in mind that as part of our next dive, what we are trying to capture is the 

BEAUTY that we see below the water line.  Not everybody gets to be an astronaut, 

and not everybody gets to be a SCUBA diver.  Maybe as part of our next dive, we 

should make sure we capture the moment, then bring it back home and share it 

with others. 

 

Show us what you got next month in the photo contest, or submit something for our 

next Moody Gardens display.  This may be the only chance for others to see what it is like to be in the fantastic place we get to see 

every time we take our rig underwater. 

 

 

 

BTW, Debbie and I got to spend a day visiting with the Beans when our ship docked in Auckland, New Zealand.  It was fun having 

Ken and Misty show us around their adopted home.  Along the way, we hiked, took some photos of waterfalls, birds, 

and beaches, learned some new slang -- New Zealand phrases which we've been trying out on folks, and most importantly, got to 

catch-up with old friends.  Thanks again to our HUPSters in Kiwi-land! 

 

Scuba Jim 

Jim Mensay—Intermediate 

John Van Atta—Novice 

Lance Glowacki—Novice 

Ken Knezick– Advanced 

http://www.hups.org/
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Well it is that time again to keep our club in the financial black by paying our annual dues.  This year’s dues like in years past will 
be $35.00 for individuals and $45.00 for your entire family. This is quite a deal when that includes 12 monthly presentations as well 
as specialized workshops, website forum and a monthly newsletter. We again have three ways to renew your membership: 
 
· Pay at the next few HUPS meetings in person with cash or check. 
 
· You can also renew online using this link on the hups.org  website to pay with Paypal. 
 
· Or print and fill out the membership renewal form from the HUPS website at: 

 http://hups.org/Members%20and%20Officers/Membership%20Application.html and mail your completed form and check to: 
HUPS P.O. Box 270056 Houston, TX 77277 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at alicia@theworldinaflash.com  After April’s meeting I will be sending 
each member a copy of the membership list with the members information.  If you would like to be included in that list please 
make sure you get your membership paid if you have not done so already.  

by Alicia Grimes 

By Greg Grimes 

On March 10th, we continued our study on composition that was started at the March 5th meeting. Dennis Deavenport was the pre-
senter.  Dennis began his workshop with an in depth look at several images that 
the attendees graded.  Was the composition correct or could improvements be 
made to make the image more appealing and compelling.  Dennis continued with 
a talk on the “ Rules of Thirds” as well as the “Golden Triangle” and how these 
principles can be used to improve our underwater imagery as well as “How to 
Break the Rules”.  
The highlight of the workshop was the critique session of images by those in at-
tendance.  Each attendee was asked to bring several of their photos to the work-
shop and leave their egos at the door.   The group looked at each image and de-
cided what worked in the image and what could have been improved.  Easier said 
than done, but it gets the mind thinking outside the box. In the end, each partici-
pant was given a copy of the workshop so that they could review the contents on 
their own. 
I would personally like to thank Dennis for both his presentation on composition 

at the last meeting as well as the work that was done to help all us improve our 

imagery. 
Dennis Deavenport– Advanced 

The stranding network is having their annual “Into the  Blue” fund raiser  
at Moody Gardens May 5th and they are  looking for donation items for their fund raiser auc-
tions.  In past years underwater photos have  been good sellers at the auctions.  If anyone 

has mounted, matted, or framed photos they  
would like to  donate, bring them to the meeting Monday and John will deliver  

them to the  stranding network in Galveston.  

 
More information about the fund raiser and the stranding  network is  

available at: Into the Blue  

Submitted to John Van Atta 

Ken Bean—Advanced 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/Members%20and%20Officers/Membership%20Application%20On%20Line.html
mailto:alicia@theworldinaflash.com
http://www.tmmsn.org
http://www.tmmsn.org/news/IntoTheBlue12.htm
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By Dennis Deavenport 

One tool that we can use to make our pictures better is being able to control depth of field.  OK, so just what is depth of field 
anyway?  In any picture that is properly focused there is only one distance from the lens that is in critical focus.  Anything that is 
in front of behind this distance will be less sharp.  The farther we look from this point, the fuzzier the image will appear. 
 
However, just like with government work, it just might be good enough for what we need.  What I mean by this is that objects 
closer or further from critical focus may still look sharp to our eyes.  I’ll use the term critical sharpness as the definition for 
anything that is good enough to appear sharp when inspected at the proper viewing distance.  The term depth of field refers to 
the zone in front and behind the critical focus plane where objects still appear sharp to our eyes. 
 
There is one useful rule of thumb for us to know.  Critical sharpness extends twice as far behind the point of critical focus as it 
does to the front.  If you look at the example I am showing with the rulers, you see that the yellow marks which define critical 
sharpness extend twice as far behind the white dotted line as the lines closer to the lens. 
 
There are two things that control depth of field, aperture and the focal length of the lens (i.e., wide angle, normal, or telephoto).  
Let’s talk about how focal length affects depth of field first.  If you are using a super-wide lens or a fisheye, you can expect to 
have a very wide depth of field.  In fact, you can focus on something a 12” to 18” from the front of your dome port (and with an 

aperture of ~ f/8) you can expect to see everything in focus from 
the front of the dome to infinity. 
 
On the other hand, if you use a 90 mm macro lens at f/8, the 
depth of field focused at 12 inches the useful depth of field will 
be less than 3/16 inch (see Figure 1).  If you use a wider lens like 
the 60 mm macro in Figure 2, the depth of field will be wider – 

about 5/16 inch as shown here. 

Figure 1 Figure 2 

My next example shows a close-
focus/wide-angle picture of a field 
of chocolate chip starfish.  It was 
taken at 17 mm at f/7.  It looks 
like the distance to critical focus 
is about 14 inches and the depth 
of field is approximately 24 
inches. 

Moving to a super-
wide zoom lens set at 
10 mm and f/13 
gives a picture with a 
depth of field that 
extends from almost 
the front of the dome 
to infinity.  It isn’t a 
great picture but it is 
a good example of 
what you can do with 
a super-wide angle 
lens. 

Aperture is the other factor in de-
termining depth of field.  Every 
lens responds in a similar manner 
to changes in aperture.  For widest 
depth of field, stop the lens down 
to a very small f-stop (i.e., f/16 to 
f/32).  If you want to limit depth 
of field, open the lens up to a 
wide aperture (i.e., f/6.3 to f/2.8).  
The last example shows how 
depth of field changes as the 
aperture is changed.  It’s pretty 
obvious how important aperture is 
to depth of field. 

http://www.hups.org/
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There are certainly times when it is a 
very good idea to work with a narrow 
depth of field.  This will usually be when 
you want details in the background to be 
out of focus to help isolate your main 
subject against distracting elements.  The 
final picture of a pygmy seahorse is a 
good example of what can be done by 
working with a limited depth of field.  If 
the coral in the background is in focus, it 
would be too distracting.  Softening the 
focus makes the little guy stand out like 
he should. 

Submitted by Mike Greuter 

Bess Bright—Novice 

Mike Fernandez—Novice 

Hey guys, you may have seen this video... but I thought I'd 

share  it... it is excellent regarding Muck diving.  I have seen 

many  times, unfortunately, the errors noted in the video by 

divers. Personally I am not fond of muck diving sticks/

pointers or encourage any support probe... buoyancy skills 

should be a part of any UW photographer’s technique. A skill 

all should have is learning a backwards kick so that you 

back away from a subject and reduce risk of going above 

the subject and touching it or silting out the area with a fin 

kick. Next, learn to frog kick... if done properly there is not 

the downward thrust from the fin stirring up a trail 

of silt.  My comments are not intended at anyone personally, 

just a long time diver,  

instructor, and photographer with two cents to   

 contribute this morning over morning coffee. 

 

 Mike 

 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2oJODUOoWgc 

Greg Grimes—Novice 

Dennis Deavenport—Advanced 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2oJODUOoWgc
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Terry Moore—Advanced 
Greg Grimes—Novice 

Many of us travel overseas for business and/or pleasure and are always looking for a ways to get through the airport more quickly.  
The US Customs and Border Protection division of the US government has implemented a new program that may be able to help 
with their Trusted Traveler Program.  The Trusted Traveler Program provides expedited travel for pre-approved, low risk travelers 
through dedicated lanes and kiosks.  
 
 Recently, Greg and I took the opportunity to investigate this program while planning for our upcoming HUPS trip to the Philippines.  
The program was simple to complete with an online application followed up by an airport interview in terminal E and finally a 
“Trusted Traveler” card that arrived in the mail.  The cost per person was a $100.00 for 5 years which was paid with a credit card 
online and the total process took approximately 2 weeks to complete. 
 
If you might be interested in this program, here is the link to begin the process: 
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/trusted_traveler/ 

By Alicia Grimes 

Debbie Mensay—Intermediate Mike Fernandez—Novice 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/trusted_traveler/


 

 Underwater Images © Copyright 2012 — A monthly publication with all rights reserved 7 

Month Date Presenter Show Title & Synopsis Contest Topic 

January 9th Terry Moore 
Terry Moore presents  Afghanistan to Bon-

aire 
Turtles 

February 6th Jesse Cancelmo 
Capturing & Publishing Cave Images of 

Texas: (Goodenough Springs) 
Angelfish &  

Butterfly Fish 

March 5th Dennis Deavenport Underwater Composition 
Two or More of a Kind 

(but less than a dozen) 

April 2nd Dr. Brian Tulloch 
Safari Serengeti—Tented camp 

safari 

Nudibranchs & 

Worms 

May 7th Mike Greuter 
How HUPS has Improved My Compo-

sition 
Real Small Macro  

June 4th Kandace & Jim Heimer Lembeh Resort & Buyat Bay  Wide Angle 

July 9th Frank & Joyce Burek TBA   Fish Portraits 

August 6th HUPS Members  UnderWater Video Night  Leading Lines   

September 10th HUPS Members  All In Night  
Gobies, Blennies,  
Jawfish, Triplefins 

October 1st HUPS Members Philippines Trip Recap Cute/Funny  

November 5th TBA TBA 
Divers &  

Snorkelers 

December 3rd HUPS Members HUPS Christmas Party 
Best of HUPS &  

Creative 

http://www.hups.org/
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2011 HUPS Officers 

 
President:  

Jim Mensay 
Vice President:  

Greg Grimes 
Secretary:  

Tammy Allyn 

Treasurer:  
Tom Collier 

Membership/
Newsletter: 

Alicia Grimes 
Photo Contest:  

Dennis Deavenport 
TGCC Rep: 

Frank Burek /  
Debbie Mensay 

Web Master:  
James Heimer 

Workshops:  
Greg Grimes 

Trip Coordinator:  

Alicia Grimes 
Historian:  

Frank Burek 
Special Events:  

Jan Baughman 

 

Board of Directors 
Mary McDonald 
Jan Baughman 

Frank Burek 
Dennis Deavenport 

Henry Ragland 

Mike Greuter 
Ken Knezick 

Russell Ramsey 
Mike Fernandez 

Lance Glowacki 
Bess Bright 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/
group.php?gid=174168478778 

http://www.hups.org/ 

http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG 

HUPS 
P.O. Box 270056 

Houston, TX 77277-0056 

The Houston Underwater Photographic Society meets at 

the Bayland Community Center starting at 7:00 PM. 
(Social time begins at 6:45) 

 
(6400 Bissonnet, near the Hillcroft intersection) 

Visitors are always welcome. 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG
http://www.hups.org/Meetings/Directions.html

